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Christmas Cards to Prisoners

Once again, this Christmas we encourage you to 
take a few minutes to send a Christmas Card to a 
Christian prisoner. On the facing page, you will find 
brief information about and addresses for prisoners in 
China and Iran. 

Both prisoners are serving long sentences. When your 
Christmas card is received at their prison, it will make 
clear that the prisoner is known and cared about 
overseas, which can influence how they are treated. 
If given to the prisoner, your card will be a great encouragement (sometimes 
prisoners are told about cards but are not permitted to have them). 

Card Writing Guidelines
 1. Begin by choosing a Christmas card       
     (use one with a Bible verse/Nativity scene if you like). 

 2. Write a short greeting – these prisoners do not speak English    
     (a prison guard or fellow prisoner may be able to translate).        

 3.  Assure the prisoner that you are praying for him.  

   DON’T make any criticism of the government

   DON’T mention Church in Chains (or any similar organisation) 

   DON’T refer to their arrest or sentence

How should I address the envelope?
With great care – prison addresses are quite long.

Print the address clearly and carefully. Affix correct postage and airmail sticker.

What does it cost to post the card?  

€1.10 (from Ireland)  £1.05 (from the UK) 

When is the latest date for posting for Christmas?  
Wednesday 7 December is the official date. However, cards sent at any time will 
bring encouragement when they arrive.



Alimujiang Yimiti (42) is a Uighur 
Christian from Xinjiang province 
in north-west China. He has been 
in prison since January 2008 and 
is serving a 15-year sentence 
in labour camp. Alimujiang is 
married to Guli Nuer and they 
have two sons, aged 9 and 15. 

Alimujiang’s case may go to a retrial following the 
removal of Xinjiang’s Communist Party Secretary in 
August amid an anti-corruption enquiry. Alimujiang refused the offer of a pardon 
given on condition that he admit to guilt.

Prisoner Names and Addresses
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Alimujiang Yimiti 
Section 11
Xinjiang No. 3 Prison 
1339 Dongzhan Road 
Urumqi 
Xinjiang 830013 
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA

Ebrahim Firouzi
Ward 10,
Rajaei-Shahr Prison
Karaj 
Albourz Province
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC 
OF IRAN

Ebrahim Firouzi (31), is a former 
Muslim who has been in prison in 
Iran since March 2013. He has been 
arrested numerous times for his 
Christian activities. Ebrahim is not 
due for release until January 2020. 
Earlier this year, he wrote that he 
wants to stand strong in the face of 
persecution, but acknowledged that he cannot do this 
alone and appealed for prayer. Ebrahim’s elderly visually 
impaired mother has appealed to government officials 
to handle her son’s case fairly and to release him.

STOP PRESS: TOHAR RELEASED
As this magazine was going to print, we received news that 
Tohar Haydarov from Uzbekistan (who featured in last year’s 
Christmas Card List and this year’s Lent Prayer Project) has 
been released on parole! Tohar was released on 8 November 
after serving almost seven years of a ten-year sentence 
on false drugs charges. “God heard the prayers of many 
Christians,” said a friend. “We are thankful to everybody who 

prayed for him and sent letters to him while in prison.” Another friend said that 
“Tohar was amnestied for his good behaviour; he was released quietly, which 
came as a surprise to him and us, and no one was there to meet him outside the 
prison when he was released.”               (Forum 18)


