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Photo shows 13-year-old Savita Madkami after being attacked by a mob at the burial of 
her 3-year-old cousin in a village in Odisha state in Feb 2018. The attackers had demanded 
the dead child be buried outside the village. (Photo Credit: Morning Star News)

NOTE: This update has been compiled by analysing publicly available 
reports from Indian and international sources. It is important to note that it 
only documents a representative sample of 29 serious incidents of 
persecution of Christians during the period and is almost certainly a gross 
understatement of the actual number of incidents, for which figures are still 
being compiled by Indian Christian organisations and human rights NGOs.



INCIDENTS	OF	PERSECUTION	OF	CHRISTIANS	IN	INDIA		(JAN	–	MAR	2018)

Date Place State Brief description of the 
incident

Police action

04/01/18 Vidisha Madhya 
Pradesh

A large group of Hindu 
nationalists clashed with 
police outside a Catholic 
college after they tried to 
force the school to carry out 
a Hindu religious ritual.

See description

12/01/18 Namli Madhya 
Pradesh

A Catholic school received 
threats from Hindu 
nationalists, who claimed 
children at the school were 
punished for singing patriotic 
songs.

A police spokesperson 
said initial investigations 
suggested the school was 
not at fault.

14/01/18 Jhirigamali vllage Madhya 
Pradesh

A group of 60 youths came 
to Pastor Tarachand 
Senani’s house and 
attacked his 14-year-old son. 
They also threatened the 
pastor with further attacks. 

Pastor Tarachand Senani 
declined to lodge a First 
Information Report (FIR). 

16/01/18 Jaora Madhya 
Pradesh

A group of Hindu nationalist  
youths entered St. Paul’s 
Convent school, destroying 
chairs and the sound system.

16/01/18 Sehal village Jammu & 
Kashmir

Pastor Jeewer Joeswa was 
intimidated by a group of 
over 1,000 Hindus who 
blamed him for the death of 
a Christian woman. The mob 
set fire to his church, vehicles 
belonging to Christians and 
other Christian-owned 
businesses.

The police from Nowshera 
police station tried to 
control the mob but could 
not prevent the arson. 

20/01/18 Adayachery Tamil Nadu Pentecostal pastor Gideon 
Periyaswamy (43) was found 
dead, hanging from the roof 
of his home. This incident 
came a week after the 
church leader complained 
to police about threats from 
Hindu extremists.

When the police released 
the knot, they saw a cut 
under his throat with a 
noticeable blood clot 
suggesting murder rather 
than suicide. No murder 
investigation launched.

25/01/18 Hongadahalla Karnataka Pastor Lukas John was 
brutally beaten by Hindu 
radicals. Christian literature 
and Bibles were snatched 
from him and burned.

Pastor John was accused 
of forced conversion and 
subsequently harassed 
and attacked by a police 
officer. 

26/01/18 Singotam village Telangana A mob of Hindu radicals 
publicly burned more than 
700 Bibles. 

27/01/18 Ujjain City Madhya 
Pradesh

Four Catholic priests formed 
a human shield in front of  a 
church-run hospital that a 
mob of Hindu radicals was 
attempting to demolish.

The priests were arrested 
by the police and 
charged with rioting and 
criminal intimidation. 
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28/01/18 Daulthabad Telangana A mob of 60 radicals 
belonging to the Hindu 
Vahini group attacked two 
churches: the Gilgal 
Prardhana Mandiram 
Church and Emmanuel Faith 
Gospel Church. The pastors 
were slapped and accused 
of participating in illegal 
conversions. The mob 
destroyed a shed used for 
worship as well as music and 
sound equipment.

28/01/18 Allapur Tehsil Uttar Pradesh Sukesh Kumar and Anil 
Kumar,  two pastors, and 
Subash Chand, a worship 
leader, were arrested during 
a Sunday worship service of 
their church and charged 
with being engaged in 
conversion activities.

The three men were 
detained for 36 hours and 
then released on bail. 

04/02/18 Suleeswaranpatti Tamil Nadu A house church, used for 20 
years, was attacked by 
Hindu Munnani activists. 
They damaged the roof of 
the church and its contents, 
and threatened to kill the 
Christians if they continued 
gathering as a church.

Police arrived and asked 
the Hindu activists to 
leave, but once the police 
left, they came back 
again and continued 
verbally abusing the 
Christians.

04/02/18 Vadakkupattu Tamil Nadu Two police constables from 
Pallikaranai police station 
arrived during the Sunday 
service of Church of God 
and told Pastor John Gerald 
to stop the meeting.

See description

16/02/18 Madhya 
Pradesh

Thirteen Pentecostal 
Christians were sentenced to 
six months in prison after 
being convicted of 
attempting to forcefully 
convert Hindus to 
Christianity. They were 
arrested in January 2018.

See description

19/02/18 Laksar Uttarakhand Two pastors were arrested 
and charged with violating 
conversion laws. 

See description

20/02/18 Telangana Hindu radicals attacked 
Pastor Ramesh with wooden 
sticks and iron wires after he 
visited his village’s revenue 
office several times to obtain 
permission to build a church. 
His family has been forced 
to flee.
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22/02/18 Southern India Videos emerged of Hindu 
extremists abusing Christians 
carrying religious literature. In 
one video, the extremists are 
seen setting alight a pile of 
Bibles.

26/02/18 Bettiah Bihar A group of Christians on their 
way to a Christian camp 
was attacked by 60 to 70 
Hindu extremists. Two 
members of the Christian 
group were hospitalised.

Police recorded the 
statements of two men 
who needed hospital 
treatment but refused to 
file a First Information 
Report.

27/02/18 Tangaguda Odisha Six Christians were badly 
injured and a house torched 
in an attack by Hindu 
extremists following the 
death and burial of a 
Christian toddler. The 
attackers demanded the 
dead child be buried 
outside the village.

A complaint was filed with 
the police, who tried to 
mediate and establish a 
“Peace Agreement” 
between the two parties.

04/03/18 Kotwali Laksar Uttarakhand Hindu radicals broke up a 
Sunday prayer service  at a 
Pentecostal church.

Police arrested Rev Vipin 
Kumar but later released 
him.

07/03/18 Ramachandrapur
am 

Telangana Pastor Kolhapuri Lachaiah 
Moses and his son Kolhapuri 
Immanuel were beaten and 
attacked with a large 
boulder by members of the 
ABVP, a Hindu nationalist 
student group. Kolhapuri 
Immanuel was in need of 
foot surgery after the attack. 

After the initial complaint 
was logged at Ramadugu 
Mandal police station, a 
counter case was filed 
against the Christians. 

11/03/18 Tamil Nadu A Hindu mob raided five 
churches, attacking and 
abusing Christians as they 
worshipped. Several women 
were stripped and beaten. 
The attackers were 
accompanied by a state-
provided police officer, 
according to witnesses.

Officers at Koodal Pudur 
and Alanganallur police 
stations at first refused to 
register the case. :Police 
later arrested three 
extremists.

12/03/18 Ujjain City Madhya 
Pradesh

100 Hindu nationalists armed 
with weapons and two 
bulldozers attacked Pushpa 
Mission Hospital. They broke 
down a section of hospital 
wall nearly 50 metres long, 
damaged the electrical 
supply and generator unit, 
and disconnected the 
hospital’s water supply. 

Police officers failed to 
arrive during the attack, 
despite church authorities 
telephoning them. When 
asked why the police 
failed to intervene, the 
police chief said “the 
hospital was not attacked, 
but only the outside 
premises”.
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List of states and number of incidents: 
Andhra Pradesh - 1 

Bihar - 1 
Jammu and Kashmir - 1 

Karnataka - 1 
Madhya Pradesh - 8 

Odisha - 2 
Tamil Nadu - 6 
Telangana – 5 

Uttarakhand – 2 
Uttar Pradhesh - 1 

Total - 29

16/03/18 Not disclosed Madhya 
Pradesh

An elderly Christian was 
brutally beaten by an 
armed mob of 
fundamentalists outside his 
home where he was 
meeting with other 
Christians. A pastor who was 
present at this meeting was 
threatened with death, so 
he had to flee his village.

A police complaint was 
made, but no support was 
given to the Christian 
victims. 

18/03/18 Kottaimedu Tamil Nadu A school teacher at a 
Catholic school was found 
murdered, strangled with a 
nylon rope and her throat slit 
by her husband. He killed her 
because she had converted 
to Christianity and was 
influencing their children.

21/02/18 Bollapalli Andhra 
Pradesh

Sis Subbaranvamma, an 
elderly Christian woman, 
was beaten on the head 
many times while praying at 
her home. She was taken to 
hospital but declared dead. 

The perpetrator was 
handed over to the police 
and booked under IPC 
302. 

23/03/18 Kundura Odisha Missionaries from Bethel 
Outreach Ministry were 
threatened while distributing 
Christian pamphlets and 
brought to a police station. 

A police officer ordered 
their release and all 
charges were dropped. 

24/03/18 Rasi Nagar Tamil Nadu The Hindu Munnani Group 
erected a banner outside 
Blessing AG Church that no 
Christian worship meetings 
should be held.

The church’s pastor was 
also warned by the police 
not to conduct a Sunday 
service. 

25/0318 Shiloh Prayer 
House Church, 
Prasahanti Hills

Telangana Palm Sunday service was 
disrupted by about 100 
Hindus shouting abuse at 
Pastor Vara Prasad, 
assaulting the congregation 
physically and vandalising 
the church building. 
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