Remember the Prisoners
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These six Christian prisoners are part of God’s family which makes
them our brothers and sisters. Please pray for them - that they
stay brave and strong and will soon be free!
____________________________________________
Week 1-6 from left to right: Leah, Abraham, Pastor Kim, Mussie, Naser, Zafar

2019 Junior Lent Prayer Project
Thank you for joining us in this six-week plan for Sunday schools, children’s clubs or families to
pray together for Christian prisoners during Lent!
During the project you will get to know six prisoners: who they are, where they come from, how
they ended up in prison, who else is in their family etc. Finally and most importantly you will pray
for them, either using the prayers below or your own words. Each session need not take more
than five minutes, but can certainly be expanded if you want.
The strip of photographs at the bottom of the poster is designed to be cut off. Each week you
stick one photograph onto the corresponding space in the prison building depicted on the
poster. The poster can be kept up after Easter to remind the children to continue to pray for
these six prisoners throughout the year.
Introduction to Persecution:
Many children will have heard Bible stories of people being mistreated for believing in and
obeying God: Daniel, Joseph and many of Jesus’ followers. You can explain that today in many
countries people are still being bullied, hated or imprisoned for their faith.
Help the children to imagine that if they lived in one of those countries:
•
•
•
•
•

they could get bullied or beaten up
their teacher might give them bad grades on purpose
their house could be destroyed
their pastor could be put in prison
a family member could get killed

All simply because their family is Christian. It can be hard to imagine life like that, but this is reality
for millions of Christians around the world. The subject can be upsetting for young children, so
you need to decide how much to explain about persecution depending on their age.
Additional Resources:
Church in Chains has produced a world map poster that shows the
levels of Christian persecution around the world which older children
might find interesting. You can order one by emailing us at
info@churchinchains.ie.
We also have a lot more information about Christian prisoners and
countries where Christians face persecution on our website:
www.churchinchains.ie
Week 1:
Leah Sharibu (Nigeria)
Leah Sharibu (15) is a Christian from northeast Nigeria. In February 2018, terrorists kidnapped
Leah and 109 other girls from their school, packed them into a truck and drove them away.
The other girls are Muslims and the terrorists released them after a month, but they said they
would only release Leah if she became a Muslim. She refused. Leah’s mum Rebecca is a
primary school teacher, her dad Nathan is a civil servant and she has a brother called
Donald. Please note: Leah is held captive, but not in a prison building.
Dear God, please protect Leah. We pray for her release and for encouragement and strength.
Please comfort her family. Amen

Week 2:
Abraham Ben Moses (Indonesia)
Pastor Abraham Ben Moses (53) has been in prison since May 2018 and is serving a four-year
sentence. He used to be a Muslim teacher but, after studying the Bible, became a Christian in
2006. Abraham was arrested in December 2017 after telling a Muslim taxi driver he didn’t agree
with the prophet Muhammad’s teachings and inviting him to become a Christian. Abraham and
his wife Sara have a baby daughter. Sara visits twice a week.
Dear God, please keep Abraham safe and well in prison and bless Sara and the baby. We pray
for Abraham to be released soon. Amen
Week 3:
Kim Kuk-gi (North Korea)
Kim Kuk-gi (64) is a South Korean missionary who is serving a life sentence in labour camp in North
Korea. He was arrested in December 2014 on false charges of spying for South Korea and
spreading religion from a church he ran in Dandong in China, near the North Korean border.
Pastor Kim had moved to Dandong in 2003 to take care of North Korean refugees. He is married
to Kim Hee Soon and they do not have children.
Dear God, we pray for Pastor Kim’s release. Please protect his body and mind in labour camp
and comfort Mrs Kim. Amen
Week 4:
Mussie Ezaz (Eritrea)
Mussie Ezaz was arrested in January 2008 and jailed in a maximum-security prison in the capital,
Asmara. Lots of Christian leaders are held there. Mussie was a youth leader in a banned church
and was first arrested in 2007 and put in a small village prison. He escaped but was caught trying
to flee Eritrea. Mussie and his wife Frewrini have three sons, Yoel, Hananiel and Basaliel, aged
between 18 and 24.
Dear God, please bless Mussie and strengthen his faith. We pray for good health, for enough food
and for his release. Please encourage his wife and sons. Amen
Week 5:
Naser Navard Gol-Tapeh (Iran)
Naser Navard Gol-Tapeh (57) has been in prison since January 2018. He used to be a Muslim and
is serving a ten-year sentence for running a house church. Naser was arrested in June 2016 when
police raided an engagement party held by Christians. He was imprisoned for four months and
released on bail. In spring 2018, Naser got a bad gum infection and wasn’t given treatment, but it
was reported recently that he’s well and in good spirits.
Dear God, please keep Naser well. We especially pray for healthy gums, and we ask for him to
be released early. Amen
Week 6:
Zafar Bhatti (Pakistan)
Pastor Zafar Bhatti (52) has been in prison since July 2012, when a Muslim leader accused him of
sending texts insulting the Prophet Mohammed’s mother. The texts didn’t come from Zafar’s
phone, but in May 2017 he was sentenced to life imprisonment for blasphemy. Before his arrest,
Zafar sold medicines, visited families to read the Bible and pray and ran a charity helping the
poor. His wife Nawab works as a cleaner and visits him weekly.
Dear God, please keep Zafar safe in prison, where he has been beaten and threatened, and give
Nawab hope. We pray for Zafar’s release. Amen
Church in Chains is an independent Irish charity (CHY 15443) that encourages prayer and action in
support of persecuted Christians worldwide.

