
   

Pastor Zafar Bhatti (56) has been in Rawalpindi’s Adiala Central Jail since July 
2012, when he was charged with sending blasphemous text messages. The 
phone from which the texts were sent did not belong to Zafar and he denied 
the charge, but in May 2017 he was sentenced to life imprisonment for 
blasphemy. He is waiting for his appeal to be heard. 
  
Before his arrest, Zafar worked selling medicines and often went door-to-door 
with his presentation, also reading the Bible and praying with families whose 
homes he visited. He founded and led a small NGO called “Jesus World 
Mission” to assist the poor. 

Week 6: Pray for Zafar Bhatti (Pakistan) 

Prayer Diary 
  
Sunday  Ask God to protect Zafar from harm in prison. 

Monday  Pray for encouragement and good health for Zafar. 

Tuesday  Pray that he would be acquitted and released soon. 

Wednesday  Pray that God would comfort and provide for Nawab. 

Thursday  Ask God to give Zafar and Nawab peace and hope. 

Friday   Ask God for a safe home for Zafar and Nawab after his release. 
 
Saturday  Pray for Zafar’s witness to prisoners and guards. 
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In July 2012, a local Islamic leader filed a complaint with Rawalpindi police, 
saying he had been sent text messages insulting the Prophet Mohammed’s 
mother. He threatened that local Muslims would take matters into their own 
hands if an investigation for blasphemy were not opened under Section 295-C 

of the Penal Code (a section that mandates the death penalty – insulting the Prophet’s mother should fall under 
Section 295-A, which does not carry the death penalty). The police arrested Zafar, charged him under Section 295-C 
and tortured him to try to extract a confession, but he insisted on his innocence.  

The owner of the phone, Ghazala Khan, was arrested in November 2012 and charged with blasphemy. At her trial in 
April 2013, the judge refused to pass judgement against her and granted bail. She died in November 2016 from 
Hepatitis C, aged 39. 

Zafar’s trial opened in April 2017 and was held in prison because of threats to his life. His sentence was announced in 
May 2017. Because there was no evidence against him, he was sentenced to life imprisonment rather than death.  

In prison, Zafar has experienced pressure from Muslim prisoners to convert to Islam, and has been beaten several 
times. His food was poisoned in March 2013, which caused bleeding from the nose and mouth and left him in a 
critical condition for days. 

Family 
Zafar’s wife Nawab (70) is able to visit him weekly. Working as a domestic cleaner, she has struggled to earn 
enough to pay the rent for her room. Nawab recently suffered from double pneumonia.  
Latest news 
Zafar’s appeal was heard on 11 April 2019 following several postponements. After the hearing, Zafar's lawyer 
said he is hopeful that Zafar will be acquitted when the verdict is announced (expected to be on 25 April). 
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