
   

Christian convert Naser Navard Gol-Tapeh (57) is serving a ten-year prison 
sentence for his involvement in house church activities. He has been in Evin 
prison since January 2018.  
 
Naser was arrested in June 2016 during a raid on an engagement party 
held by Christians at a house in Karaj, near the capital, Tehran. Everyone 
present was detained but most of the Christians were released after 
questioning and collection of personal information. However, Naser and 
three visiting Azeri Christians from Baku were charged with “illegal 
gathering, collusion and evangelism” and jailed in Evin prison. Naser was 
older than the other Iranian Christians in the group and may have been 
perceived as the leader. 

Week 5: Pray for Naser Navard Gol-Tapeh (Iran) 

Prayer Diary 
  
Sunday  Ask God to encourage Naser and keep him safe in prison.  

Monday  Pray for complete healing of his gum disease, and for good health. 

Tuesday  Pray for an early release for Naser. 

Wednesday  Ask for blessing and release for the other Christians in Evin. 

Thursday  Pray for the Christians’ witness to prisoners and guards. 

Friday   Ask God to heal the three Azeri Christians of their trauma. 
 
Saturday  Pray for freedom for Iranian house churches to meet.  
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He and the three Azeris – Bahram Nasibov, Yusif Farhadov and Eldar 
Gurbanov – were held in solitary confinement for two months. They were 

subjected to intense interrogation and were denied legal counsel and consular 
assistance. In September 2016, they were moved to shared cells and the following month they were temporarily 
released on bail of €29,000 each. The three Azeris were allowed to leave Iran in November 2016, forfeiting their bail. 
 
In May 2017, Naser was tried, convicted of “acting against national security through the formation and 
establishment of an illegal church organisation in his home” and sentenced to ten years in prison. The court refused 
to allow his lawyer Hossein Ahmadi Niaz access to any document in his case file. The three Azeris were sentenced in 
their absence to ten years each in prison.  
 
Naser lost his appeal in November 2017, despite his lawyer providing numerous grounds for his innocence. Hossein 
Ahmadi Niaz stated, “My client has not broken any of the criminal code and is not guilty of his charges.” The Azeris 
also lost their appeals but are unlikely to be forced to return to Iran to serve their sentences. 
 
In Spring 2018, Naser asked for medical treatment several times for a severe and very painful gum infection, but was 
denied treatment. In August, he wrote an open letter to the authorities asking how his house church activities could   
be seen as anti-state. 

Family 
It is thought that Naser in single. 

Latest news 
In January 2019, it was reported that Naser is well and is in very good spirits. He enjoys the company of several 
other Christians in Evin prison. 
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