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CHINA’s CRACKDOWN ON CHRISTIANITY 

Introduction and Background 

This briefing has been prepared by Church in Chains in response to the current crackdown on 
religion in China under the government’s “Sinicisation” policy – promoted by President Xi Jinping 
with the objective of creating a Chinese version of every religion and making every religion 
conform and be subservient to the Chinese Communist Party. President Xi’s policy is being 
advanced through the  implementation in February 2018 of controversial new Regulations for 
Religious Affairs. The regulations have the stated aim of protecting citizens’ freedom of religious 
belief but in practice increase the authorities’ control over all religious groups, including Buddhists, 
Taoists and Muslims as well as Christians. Persecution of Christians has intensified markedly following 
the implementation of the regulations. 

Church in Chains has engaged with the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs and Trade 
twice in recent years. In 2015, Church in Chains made a presentation, along with other NGOs, on  
the topic of "Persecution of Christians Worldwide”and subsequently prepared a briefing document 
detailing the persecution of Christians in China, Egypt, India, Iran, Nigeria and Pakistan.  

In 2018, Church in Chains prepared a briefing document for the Committee titled “OFFICIAL INDIA: 
ON THE SIDE OF THE MILITANTS” in response to the dramatic upsurge in attacks on Christians in India 
by Hindu militants in the previous two years. The Committee subsequently invited Church in Chains 
to make a presentation on the issue in March 2018. 

Methodology 

This briefing covers the period February 2018 – January 2019 (the first year of implementation of 
China’s new Regulations for Religious Affairs) and has been compiled by analysing publicly 
available reports from Chinese and international sources. It is important to note that it while it 
documents 212 incidents of persecution of Christians during that period, it is almost certainly a gross 
understatement of the actual number of incidents during the period due to the difficulty of 
obtaining verified local reports, as Christians in China are under increased surveillance and at risk of 
arrest and imprisonment for circulating information about persecution incidents. 

Persecution Category Definition  

China is classified in the Church in Chains Global Guide (Sep 2018) as a country with significant 
persecution of Christians, indicating that some, but not all, Christians face many restrictions on 
practising their faith. The Chinese government has sought to control Christianity through the 
government-approved Protestant and Catholic churches but the vast majority of China’s Christians 
have chosen to operate independently in what have become known as “house churches”. The 
current crackdown aims to eradicate all house churches. 

International Commitments 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights: Accepted by the People’s Republic of China when it joined 
the United Nations in 1971, replacing the Republic of China which had been one of the original 
signatories of the Declaration in 1948. 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: Signed in 1998 but not yet ratified. The Chinese 
government’s most recent statement on the issue (in March 2019) stated that “relevant conditions 
in China” might not be “in place” to allow ratification. 



The People’s Republic of China is the world’s most populous country and is now the world’s second-
largest economy. China’s military power and international influence have also grown hugely in 
recent years. 

The head of state is President Xi Jinping, who is also General Secretary of the Communist Party of 
China. Since the Communist revolution in 1949, the Communist Party has maintained strict control 
over the people, cracking down on any signs of opposition and sending outspoken dissidents to 
labour camps. Human rights groups criticise China for executing hundreds of people every year 
and for failing to stop torture. 

Government control over religion is evident in the decades-long struggle in Tibet over the 
leadership of the Dalai Lama, the exiled spiritual leader who is campaigning for autonomy within 
China; in the long-running dispute with the Vatican over the appointment of Roman Catholic 
bishops; in the brutal crackdown on the Falun Gong spiritual movement; and the severe restrictions 
imposed on the practice of Islam, especially in the northwest province of Xinjiang (homeland of the 
Uighur people). 

The state recognises two Christian churches  (Protestant and Catholic). Protestantism is regulated 
through the Three-Self Patriotic Movement (TSPM) and Catholicism through the Chinese Catholic 
Patriotic Association (CCPA) – the CCPA was set up to be independent of the Vatican because the 
Communist Party does not want Chinese people to follow a foreign leader, the Pope. Until 2018, 
control was exercised by the State Administration for Religious Affairs, but it has been taken over by 
the United Front Work Department, an organ of the Communist Party’s Central Committee. 

It is thought that there are at least 100 million Christians in China, but it is impossible to estimate 
accurately. The TSPM has about 20 million members and the CCPA nearly 6 million. Protestant 
house churches may have at least 70 million members, and it is estimated that there are about 12 
million “underground” Roman Catholics. Christians who attend registered churches are “free” to 
worship within limits, but these churches are strictly controlled and their leaders are appointed by 
the Communist Party. Since June 2017, TSPM churches have been required to display the national 
flag and sing the national anthem at services. 

The majority of Chinese Christians choose to operate independently as they want the freedom to 
decide on their leadership, arrange their own meetings, hold Sunday school and preach the 
gospel. These independent, unregistered churches have become widely known as house churches, 
even though many do not meet in houses. Most started as small, secret groups in homes, but many 
are now so big that they rent space in offices and restaurants. The extent of persecution of house 
churches varies greatly across the provinces and sometimes even within provinces but many 
leaders suffer harassment, heavy fines, arrest and torture. In recent years the Communist Party has 
been increasing its efforts to “sinicise” religion. The government’s “Sinicisation” campaign aims to 
eradicate house churches by increasing the pressure on them to incorporate into the TSPM and 
closing down those that fail to comply. 

CHINA COUNTRY PROFILE



•The government’s repressive actions in advancing and implementing the policy of President Xi 
Jinping to “sinicise” religion. 

• The total repression of the mainly-Muslim Uighur ethnic minority in Xinjiang (including the 
incarceration of over 1 million people in re-education camps).  

• The adoption and use of advanced surveillance technology in addition to other measures to 
repress Tibetan Buddhists. 

• The continued harassment, detention and intimidation of devotees of Falun Gong simply for 
practising their beliefs.  

• The crackdown on unregistered Christian churches in pursuit of the ultimate aim of eradicating all 
“house churches”. 

 
National Constitution/Legal System  

Article 36 of the 1982 Constitution of the People's Republic of China specifies that: “Citizens of the 
People's Republic of China enjoy freedom of religious belief. No state organ, public organisation or 
individual may compel citizens to believe in, or not to believe in, any religion; nor may they 
discriminate against citizens who believe in, or do not believe in, any religion. The state protects 
normal religious activities. No one may make use of religion to engage in activities that disrupt 
public order, impair the health of citizens or interfere with the educational system of the state. 
Religious bodies and religious affairs are not subject to any foreign domination.” Constitutional 
protection is extended only to what the government considers "normal religious activities," 
generally understood to refer to religions that submit to state control.  

   UN Concerns 

China’s human rights record was examined during its Universal Periodic Review (UPR) at the UN 
Human Rights Council in November 2018. During the review, UN member states called on the 
Chinese government to release detained Uighurs and other Muslim minorities, protect religious 
freedom in Tibet, and stop harassing and detaining human rights lawyers. 

China rejected claims made during the review that human rights in China had deteriorated, saying 
that some UN member countries were deliberately disregarding “the remarkable achievements 
made by China”. China’s report to the UPR described its human rights theory as  “The concept and 
theoretical system of human rights with Chinese characteristics” and did not mention the principle 
of universality of human rights; indeed, the only mention of “universal” in its statement was in the 
negative: “There is no universal road for the development of human rights in the world.”  

China did not accept 62 of the 346 recommendations made at the UPR stating, that they were 
“Inconsistent with China’s national conditions, contradictory with Chinese laws, politically biased or 
untruthful.” The majority of the rejected recommendations dealt with the continued use of the 
death penalty, restrictions on individual freedoms or the subjugation of ethnic minorities in Xinjiang 
and Tibet. It sought to dismiss the concerns raised by stating: “China firmly opposes interference in 
its sovereignty and internal affairs under any pretext.” 

Irish Government Concerns 

At the UPR Review of China in November 2018, Ireland stated: “Ireland is concerned at reports of 
the treatment of ethnic Uighurs, in particular their detention in political re-education camps. We 
urge China to respect freedom of religion and belief and recommend that China grant access to 
the OHCHR to all regions of the country including the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region.” 

In July 2019, Ireland was one of 22 UN member states that co-signed a letter calling on China to 
end arbitrary detentions in Xinjiang and expressing concern about widespread surveillance. It calls 
on China to respect rights including freedom of religion or belief in Xinjiang and across China.  

Main Religious Freedom Issues 



Persecution of Christians in China has intensified greatly following the implementation on 1 February 
2018 of controversial new Regulations for Religious Affairs. The new regulations have the stated aim 
of protecting citizens’ freedom of religious belief but in practice increase the authorities’ control 
over all religious groups, including Buddhists, Taoists and Muslims as well as Christians. Religious 
leaders describe the new regulations as a violation of religious freedom and Christians say they are 
designed to eliminate house churches. 

The regulations were drafted between 2014 and 2016, following which they were circulated and 
revised on the basis of feedback received. The final version was approved by the State Council on 
14 June 2017, signed into law by Premier Li Keqiang on 26 August 2017 and came into force on 1 
February 2018. 

They set out strict criteria that must be met for religious organisations to register or to establish 
places for their activities and govern the activities they can organise. The regulations require 
religious teachers and staff members to report to the authorities and stipulate that online religious 
activities be reported, large donations be submitted for approval to the religious affairs 
departments and church leaders set aside office space in their buildings for Communist Party 
officials to monitor their services. Parents are forbidden to bring children to church, and travel to 
Christian conferences abroad is banned. 

The implementation of the regulations initially targeted the growth of unregistered house churches 
but has been extended to persecute registered churches.  Since June 2017, churches registered 
with the Three-Self Patriotic Movement have been required to display the national flag and a 
portrait of the president, install surveillance cameras and sing the national anthem at their services, 
and some pastors of registered churches have been detained. 

Henan Province 

While the effects of the implementation of the new regulations 
have been felt across China, they were particularly intense in 
Henan province, which has a relatively high concentration of 
Christians. As soon as the regulations went into effect, officials in 19 
towns in the province went door-to-door urging Christians to 
attend government-registered churches instead of unregistered 
house churches and telling them to remove religious posters and 
crosses from their homes. In the first year, over 7,000 crosses were 
removed from churches in Henan province alone, and the 
authorities shut down thousands of churches across the province. 
Of the 212 incidents of persecution of Christians described in this 
report, 92 occurred in Henan province. 

Reaction 

Commenting on the implementation of the revised regulations, China Aid’s founder and president 
Bob Fu stated, “Some indicators suggest that Christian freedom is now at its lowest level since the 
Cultural Revolution. The authorities want to make sure that every government-sanctioned church 
leader is under the complete control of the Communist Party and its Religious Affairs Bureau” and 
pointed out that the authorities are even trying to change some core Christian beliefs. “The aim of 
the Communist Party is to water down the core faith of Christianity and other religions to make 
them compatible with communism.” 

In September 2018, the Associated Press reported that “Xi is waging the most severe systematic 
suppression of Christianity in the country since religious freedom was written into the Chinese 
constitution in 1982”, a suppression that involves “destroying crosses, burning Bibles, shutting 
churches and ordering followers to sign papers renouncing their faith”. 

REGULATIONS FOR RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS



The purpose of this report is to document the persecution of Christians during the first year of the 
implementation of the new religious regulations. However, the Chinese authorities are also 
persecuting other religions as briefly summarised below. 

Uighur Muslims 

Over one million Uighurs and other minorities have 
been  detained without charge in “political re-
education camps”  in northwest China’s Xinjiang Uighur 
Autonomous Region – recent estimates are as high as 
three million.  The Uighur population in Xinjiang is 
estimated to be 12 million people. Reasons for 
detention include having WhatsApp on a phone, 
having relatives living abroad and accessing religious 
materials online, and detainees are subject to torture 
and ill-treatment. Chinese authorities claim the camps 
provide vocational training to counter extremism. 

Most of the detainees have not been charged with a specific crime, but rather were detained for 
religious behaviour deemed “extremist,” such as having an “abnormal” beard, wearing a veil, 
accessing religious materials online or participating in other “illegal” religious activities. According 
to former detainees, those in the camps were required to renounce Islam and swear loyalty to the 
Chinese Communist Party. Use of the Uighur language is prohibited and lessons in Mandarin, the 
language of China’s Han majority, are given. 

Outside the camps, the Chinese government continued to use intrusive measures to create an 
“open-air prison” in Xinjiang, including discriminatory profiling at armed checkpoints and police 
stations; travel restrictions both within and outside of China; and GPS tracking systems, facial and iris 
recognition, DNA sampling and voice pattern sampling to monitor Muslims. Thousands of mosques 
have been closed or destroyed.  

Tibetan Buddhists 

During 2018, the Chinese government continued to pursue a strategy of forced assimilation and 
suppression of Tibetan Buddhism throughout Tibet. Authorities controlled monastic education, 
decided if religious venues could be built or repaired and restricted religious gatherings. In some 
parts of the Tibetan Autonomous Region, local authorities banned schoolchildren from attending 
religious festivals during their holidays.  

In August, the government introduced a policy requiring monks and nuns to demonstrate “political 
reliability,” “moral integrity,” and willingness to “play an active role at critical moments” – a phrase 
human rights groups believe would require monks to oppose antigovernment protests. The 
government also selected a group of monks and nuns to attend a three-day training session during 
the summer to prepare them to conduct propaganda campaigns in their monasteries.  

Falun Gong 

Throughout 2018, authorities harassed, detained and intimidated Falun Gong practitioners simply 
for practising their beliefs. There were reports that many of the detainees suffered physical violence, 
psychiatric abuse, sexual assault, forced drug administration and sleep deprivation.  

According to Falun Gong advocates, the government imprisoned at least 931 Falun Gong 
practitioners in 2018. During the year, human rights advocates, medical professionals, and 
investigative journalists presented additional evidence that the practice of harvesting organs from 
prisoners (many of them Falun Gong practitioners) continued on a significant scale.  

PERSECUTION OF OTHER RELIGIONS
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27 February 2018 A Catholic church in Yining, 
Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region, had religious 
features forcibly demolished by order of the 
Communist authorities. Using a crane, workers pulled 
down three crosses atop the church, two bell towers 
and two statues. The signs and motifs on the church’s 
outer walls were painted over and the crosses inside 
the church were destroyed. No reason was given for 
the action but it is believed to have been carried out 
because the religious features were deemed to be 
incompatible with Sinicisation. 

15 April 2018 Local government officials ordered more than twenty 
minors to leave a government-approved Three-Self church in 
Zhuzhai town, Anhui Province, telling church members that children 
under the age of 18 are not allowed to believe in God or go to 
church. The officials also told church members that it is forbidden to 
hold religious meetings at home. Later that same month, teachers in 
a local school told pupils that if they were found attending church, 
they would be expelled from school.

17 April 2018 A government official with over 
twenty armed police and a demolition crew 
arrived at the site of a registered Three-Self church 
in Aoqian, Fujian Province. Its church building was 
made up of adapted shipping containers. Church 
members were able to prevent the destruction of 
the containers that day but in May 2018, the 
demolition crew returned and tore the containers 
down completely, leaving the church without a 
place of worship. 

10 June 2018 Bible Reformed Church (a leading house church) 
in Guangzhou, Guangdong Province, was raided by local 
authorities and Pastor Huang Xiaoning was taken into custody 
along with several other church members. The church was 
fined  50,000 yuan (about €6,605) by the local Bureau of Ethnic 
and Religious Affairs. For several years, the church had been 
pressurised to register and join the government-approved 
Three-Self network, but it refused. The church was 
subsequently raided in July, August and September and in 
November it was officially shut down. Pastor Huang was 
detained for five days on that occasion. 
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13 August 2018 Qianwang Catholic Church in Licheng 
District on the outskirts of Jinan, Shandong Province, was 
demolished, prompting parishioners to protest. More than 
170 officials broke into the church and detained the priests 
and church members who were present. Then they 
demolished the entire building, smashing the altar, benches 
and statues. In the chaos, the church also lost its offering 
box. After the demolition, seventy church members rallied 
at the municipal government building to condemn the 
demolition of the church. Despite their efforts, they were 
told that the government has no plans to rebuild the 
church, which was established in 1750. 

9 September 2018 Government officials shut down Zion 
Church, one of Beijing’s largest unregistered house 
churches. Over sixty officials stormed the building and 
proceeded to declare the church’s meetings illegal, sealing 
off the property. A sign at the entrance of Zion Church was 
removed. Senior Pastor Jin Mingri was taken into custody 
and held for several hours. Previously, city authorities had 
ordered the church to install 24 CCTV cameras on its 
premises for “security reasons”, which it refused to do. State 
security officials harassed church members by contacting 
them to pressurise them to cease attending church. 

15 January 2019 150 pastors, elders and 
leaders from China Gospel Fellowship, a 
network of house churches, were arrested at 
Haoyue Hotel in Nanyang, Henan Province, 
where they had met for a meal. More than 150 
special police officers carried out the raid. All 
the pastors’ mobile phones were confiscated 
during the raid. The pastors were taken to their 
local police stations before being released the 
next day. Their phones and vehicles were 
placed under surveillance.  

14 January 2019 A church-run kindergarten in the Jimei district of 
Xiamen, Fujian Province, suffered a raid. The “Wheat School” was jointly 
founded by Xunsiding Church, one of the most influential house 
churches in Xiamen, and Christian parents. In May 2018 the church had 
received a notice issued by the departments of religion and education 
accusing the kindergarten of not being authorised to engage in early 
childhood education. On this occasion, a group of heavily armed 
police and government officials confronted a group of unarmed 
Christians and children. They proceeded to demolish the kindergarten's 
iron gates, which took them more than an hour, during which the police 
blocked parents and teachers from leaving the building. 
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Early Rain Covenant Church 

Early Rain Covenant Church in Chengdu, capital of Sichuan province, is one of the most 
prominent unregistered churches in China. It has more than eight hundred members and runs a 
Bible school with about one hundred students and a primary school with forty pupils.  

Members have suffered raids and brief detentions since Spring 2018, but persecution escalated 
dramatically on Sunday 9 December when the church, which was renting two floors in an office 
building, was closed by authorities and over one hundred members were arrested in their 
homes, workplaces or on the streets in a series of coordinated raids. The authorities stated that 
the church was violating China’s new Religious Affairs Regulations. Among those arrested were 
Pastor Wang Yi (46) and his wife Jiang Rong (45), pictured below. By the end of the week, over 
150 members had been detained. 

A week later, worshippers arrived to find the church gate locked 
and every entrance guarded by police officers. When some 
members started a small worship meeting in a nearby park, police 
shut it down. 

While many detainees were released quickly, 54 were held for 
days or months and some were tortured in an attempt to extract 
false evidence against Pastor Wang. He remains in detention in an 
undisclosed location with elder Qin Defu and church member Gou 
Zhongcan; Jiang Rong was released on bail in June. 

Many released members have lost jobs, been evicted or had bank accounts frozen, and some 
have been sent to their home towns in an apparent attempt to weaken the church leadership. 
Members continue to meet in homes or even outdoors, but they are under surveillance and 
many more have been detained for short periods in 2019. 

Before his conversion and baptism in 2005, Wang Yi was a well-known civil rights lawyer, writer 
and professor of law at Chengdu University. He is outspoken in his stance on the separation of 
church and state and Early Rain Church, which he founded in his home in 2008, is unregistered. 

Jiang Rong also had a senior role in the church and they have both been charged with 
“incitement to subvert state power”. If convicted, they could face over ten years in prison. In 
July, Pastor Wang learned that he is facing an additional charge of “illegal business activity”. 
Jiang Rong is under house arrest at her brother’s home with her son Shu Ya (11), who was placed 
in his grandmother’s care when his parents were detained and kept under police surveillance. 
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Abbreviations used in the Report 

CCPA - Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association 
CCC - China Christian Council  
CCP - Chinese Communist Party 

TSPM - Three-Self Patriotic Movement 
UFWD - United Front Work Department 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Provinces  
of China

List of provinces and number of incidents detailed in this briefing: 

Anhui Province - 3 
Beijing Municipality - 8 
Chongqing Municipality - 1 
Fujian Province - 14 
Gansu Province - 4 
Guangdong Province - 15 
Guizhou Province - 6 
Hebei Province - 10 
Heilongjiang Province - 2 
Henan Province - 92 
Hubei Province - 2 
Jiangsu Province - 4

Jiangxi Province - 7 
Jilin Province - 1 
Liaoning Province - 5 
Qinghai Province - 1 
Shandong Province - 3 
Shanxi Province - 2 
Sichuan Province - 18 
Tianjin Municipality - 1 
Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region - 4 
Yunnan Province - 4 
Zhejiang Province - 5

Total - 212 



Incidents of persecution of Christians in China (Feb 2018 – Jan 2019)

Date Place Province Incident

05/02/18 Futian (Shenzen) Guangdong 
Province

The door of Shenzhen International 
Church’s Chegongmiao Fellowship 
meeting place was sealed off with a sign 
placed on it. 

09/02/18 Yunnan Province Pastor John Cao and Jing Ruxia stood trial 
for “the crime of organising illegal border 
crossings”. Cao was sentenced to seven 
years in prison and fined 20,000 yuan 
(about €2,594); Jing received a one-year 
prison sentence and a fine of 5,000 yuan 
(about €648).

14/02/18 Anyang Parish Henan Province Public security agents closed down Tian’ai 
Kindergarten, operated by Zhifang Church, 
citing “incomplete legal papers”.

17/02/18 Weili County Xinjiang Uighur 
Autonomous 
Region

Christian banners on the door of the home 
of Mei Yunhua were painted over with red 
paint. The door banners of another local 
Christian, Wang Guoqun, were ripped off 
by agents of the local comprehensive 
management office.

19/02/18 Korla Xinjiang Uighur 
Autonomous 
Region

20 agents from the Public Security Bureau 
and BERA raided and searched Kong 
Lingrong’s home, rounding up 21 Christians 
attending a worship service and taking 
them to the police station for interrogation.

22/02/18 Shangyao Jiangxi Province A team was dispatched with a crane to 
demolish the cross of the Shaxi TSPM 
church. A group of approximately 20 
female church members tried to block the 
path of the heavy machinery 
unsuccesfullly. 

24/02/18 Jiangmen Guangdong 
Province 

Ruan Haoan, a member of Fengle Church, 
was blacklisted out of employment, 
following his release from a month-long 
detention for church activities.

26/02/18 Nanjing Jiangsu Province Christian human rights lawyer Li Baiguang 
died suddenly despite a previous record of 
clean health. Li went to hospital for a minor 
stomach ache and was declared dead 
hours later.

27/02/18 Yining Xinjiang Uighur 
Autonomous 
Region

Three crosses atop a Catholic church, two 
bell towers, and two statues were 
removed. The signs on the church’s outer 
walls and motifs were painted over.

09/03/18 Shangqiu Henan Province The cross of the local Catholic parish 
church was demolished, despite being a  
recognised historic landmark building.

12/03/18 Pulandian District 
(Dalian)

Liaoning Province The CCP police seized the Xiaotian TSPM 
church and collected identity information 
of all who were present at the church.

12/03/18 Urumqi Xinjiang Uighur 
Autonomous 
Region

Agents from the Public Security Bureau, 
BERA and residential committee raided the 
church while ten Christians were gathering, 
and closed it down.
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14/03/18 Anyang Parish Henan Province For a second time public security agents 

closed down Tian’ai Kindergarten, 
operated by Zhifang Church, citing 
“incomplete legal papers”.

. Zhongnanhai Beijing Municipality Zhou Jinxia from Dalian went to President Xi 
Jinping’s office to share the Gospel with 
him. She was put into criminal detention by 
the Dalian Public Municipal Security 
Bureau’s Xigang branch on the charge of 
“allegedly picking quarrels and provoking 
troubles”.

21/03/18 Gao’an Jiangxi Province Yueliangwan church was closed in a 
concerted effort by the Junyang Street 
Comprehensive Office, Dongfanghong 
Police Station and Chengjia Alley 
Residential Committee.

22/03/18 Chuxiong Yunnan Province Over 100 police officers and officials from 
various departments raided a house 
church established by South Koreans in the 
Yirenwaitan residential community. The 
police sealed off the church, drove away 
its members and arrested the pastor and 
eight leaders.

25/03/18 Changping District Beijing Municipality About 20 men broke into Beatitudes 
School, run by Aijiabei Christian Church, 
and threw out office and teaching 
supplies.

25/03/18 Lanzhou Gansu Province More than 40 armed police officers along 
with officials from the local BERA forcibly 
entered Huoshui Church and outlawed the 
church. The officers confiscated church 
property including the offering box. Pastor 
Qian Rou and six church leaders were 
questioned and detained at the police 
station. 

26/03/18 Mindong Parish Fujian Province Bishop Guo Xijin was taken into police 
custody, along with his clerical secretary.

29/03/18 Changping District Beijing Municipality Under the protection of police, about ten 
security guards blocked the entrance and 
broke into Beatitudes School, run by 
Aijiabei Christian Church. The guards took 
teaching supplies and furniture, using 
shields and metal pitchforks to intimidate 
teachers and parents; some parents were 
injured. On the next day, security guards 
blocked teachers and school employees 
off from the school’s entrance.

30/03/18 Countrywide Effective from this day major Chinese 
online businesses, including Taobao, 
Jingdong and WeChat all received notices 
prohibiting selling the Bible.
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1- 21/04/18 Zhengzhou Henan Province Six policemen from Huiguo police station 

raided Zhengzhou Catholic Church during 
the Easter Sunday mass and drove out 
children. On the following Sundays, law 
enforcement vehicles were parked in front 
of the church and agents guarded the 
door of the church, disallowing Christians to 
bring their children into the church.

03/04/18 Xiuwu County 
(Jiaozuo)

Henan Province Village officials in Xiuwu County received a 
notice saying that Henan’s provincial, 
municipal and district-level office for 
special campaigns on religion had been 
set up, and that each office needs to 
count and report the number of 
households possessing tiles with Christians 
messages on them and report to their 
superiors weekly how many of such tiles 
have been removed.

09/04/18 Chengu Village 
(Shilipu Township)

Hebei Province Catholic priest Yan Lixin was apprehended 
by the Handan National Security Brigade 
shortly after he was contacted by a 
Japanese journalist about an interview. He 
was taken to a hotel in Handan where he 
was interrogated for seven days. He was 
transferred to a hotel in Guangping where 
officers tried to coerce him into joining the 
CCPA. Father Yan was released on 28 April 
but is forbidden to leave the region and 
has been under constant police 
surveillance.

11/04/18 Helong Town, 
(Changchun)

Jilin Province Eight officers from the Helong Township 
police station raided the local Catholic 
church and arrested nine nuns, taking 
them to the police station. A box of 
religious books in the church was 
confiscated. The nuns were detained until 
8pm that day.

11/04/18 Nanhua 
Community 
(Shangqiu)

Henan Province Two cars arrived at the small TSPM church 
and five men started sawing off the cross 
with angle grinders. When church director 
Zhang tried to stop them, a man 
threatened him with his arrest. On 13 May, 
the local government turned the church 
into the office of the Chuwa Village 
Committee.

13/04/18 Minhou Fujian Province The Minhou County BERA issued a notice to 
Lin Jin, who provided a place for the 
Yongfu Zhijia (Home of Eternal Blessings) 
Church, that he had to stop all illegal 
religious activities at his apartment or the 
location would be outlawed by 
government agencies.

15/04/18 Zhuzhai Town Anhui Province Local government officials  ordered more 
than 20 minors to leave the TSPM church as 
anybody under the age of 18 and is not 
allowed to go to church.
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16/04/18 Caili Village 

(Huaibei)
Anhui Province House church pastor Chen Shixin was 

sentenced to three years in prison on a 
property damage charge for having done 
some landscaping work on the church 
property.

16/04/18 Huichi Village 
(Changyuan 
County, Xinxiang 
City)

Henan Province 20 police officers from the county’s 
national security bureau, the criminal 
police brigade, the SWAT team and Wuqiu 
Township Police Station raided the local 
TSPM church and arrested its two pastors. 
The police destroyed the contents of the 
church and  sealed off the church.

16/04/18 Xiamen Fujian Province About 20 agents from the BERA and 
Education Bureau broke into the 
kindergarten. The agents claimed that it 
was not registered and was “illegally 
providing education”. They filmed the 
children’s morning worship service, and 
reviewed the church’s worship songs and 
Bibles. They also required the school to 
submit the roster of students, course 
schedule and study materials.

17/04/18 Hutuo Village 
(Xicun town of 
Gongyi City)

Henan Province The Catholic church and the priests' 
residence were demolished and the priests 
were driven away.  The tombstone of 
Bishop Li Hongye was demolished.

17/04/18 Aoqian Town Fujian Province Over 20 armed policemen and a dozen 
demolition crew members in more than 20 
vehicles attempted to destroy the TSPM 
church, which meets in shipping 
containers. Church members prevented 
this, but were ordered to tear them down 
themselves. The Christians took off the roof 
of one of the shipping containers. In May 
the authorities returned and the containers 
were torn down completely.

17/04/18 Anyang Henan Province A parish church was searched by village 
and prefectures officials and public 
security agents who confiscated religious 
items and demolished its cross.

17/04/18 Jiaozuo Henan Province Beixishang Catholic church’s cross was 
forcibly demolished by the authorities, 
children’s Bibles and books were 
confiscated, and the church’s finances 
were forcibly taken over by the 
government.

18/04/18 Wuzhi County 
(Jiaozuo)

Henan Province A Christian was forced to cover an 
“Immanuel” sign on her door plaque with 
cement. 

19/04/18 Hutuo Village 
(Gongyi)

Henan Province Tancun Catholic church was forcibly 
destroyed.

19/04/18 Beijing Beijing Municipality Police came to the house of elder Xu 
Yonghai (Holy Love Fellowship) and 
interrogated him about a Bible study which 
was taking place the next day.

 15



Incidents of persecution of Christians in China (Feb 2018 – Jan 2019)
21/04/18 Tangyin County, 

(Anyang)
Henan Province Wang Yunying, an elder from the local 

TSPM church, was suspended from her post 
by the director of the local BERA for taking 
her 2-year-old grandson to the church. 

23/04/18 Nanjiao Township 
(Zhoukou) 

Henan Province Sun Wenhua, director of Zhoukou’s 
Department of Justice, took two police 
officers and 17 offenders serving time 
outside prison to force their way into the 
TSPM church. The director ordered the 
offenders to beat up church members to 
forced them to renounce their faith. 

24/04/18 Zhumadian Henan Province Cadres from Diandian Town in Shangcai 
County sent two officials to seal off the 
main entrances of Gadazhang Catholic 
Church as it was not registered with the 
government.

24/04/18 Dali Yunnan Province The Dali Municipal Intermediate Court 
sentenced Tu Yan to two years and Su 
Min to one-and-a half years in prison on the 
charge of “organising and using a cult 
organisation to undermine law 
enforcement”.

25/04/18 Chengdu Sichuan Province Four members of Early Rain Covenant 
Church, including Elder Su Bingsen, 
evangelist Li Yingqiang and Ding Shuqi, 
were taken to the police station for passing 
out Gospel literature on a university 
campus.

25/04/18 Chenguanzhuang 
Township 
(Yongcheng )

Henan Province Town officials forcibly tore down the cross 
of the TSPM church and government 
workers put up two banners with anti-
religious messages on the church’s 
doorway. Subsequently, the church was 
charged a fee of 560 yuan (about €74) for 
taking down the cross and putting up the 
banners.

26/04/18 Guiyang Guizhou Province Pastor Su Tianfu of Living Stone Church was 
sentenced to one year in prison, 
suspended for two years, with a further six 
months’ residential surveillance.

26/04/18 Miaoqiao Township  
(Yongcheng)

Henan Province CCP Secretary Jiang brought a group of 
personnel to the church and sawed off the 
cross from its roof.

27/04/18 Dingxi Village Henan Province The TSPM church had its cross taken down 
and the name “Shen’en Church” painted 
over with black paint by the local 
government. Afterwards, the government 
workers demanded that the church pay 
400 yuan (about €52) as a fee for removing 
the cross.

28/04/18 Anyang Henan Province The Long’an District Government used a 
crane to demolish the cross of Shenjiagang 
Church, which was still under construction.
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02/05/18 Datong Shanxi Province Public Security Bureau police forced entry 

into the house of Wang Yue and her 
husband, missionaries from South Korea, 
and arrested them. The police used data 
from the couple’s phones to apprehend a 
Japanese missionary, Linna, and her 
husband, who were staying in the 
Kaideshijia community. The police 
detained both couples for fifteen days and 
on 17 May deported them.

03/05/18 Yongnian Parish 
(Handan Diocese)

Hebei Province A statue of St John Wu Wenyin, a martyr 
saint, was unveiled at Dongertou Catholic 
Church, but authorities asked the church to 
remove the statue after the ceremony 
which had "stirred a commotion on the 
internet”.

05/05/18 Luoyang Henan Province The cross of Holy Grace Christian Church 
was burned and destroyed.

05/05/18 Gaotieling 
Township

Hubei Province Jesus Church was sealed off by the 
Township Comprehensive Management 
Office, stating is was an “unregistered 
church with no licence.”

06/05/18 Xiaoguan Henan Province Four policemen and three government 
workers raided a local house church 
meeting and forcibly arrested and 
escorted seven Christians (three of them in 
their 70s) to a local police station. They 
were detained for several hours and 
threatened with longer detention if they 
attended more church meetings.

08/05/18 Huaqiu Township 
(Zunyi)

Guizhou Province Leaders of Huaqiu Township House Church 
were summoned to meet government 
officials in charge of Religious Affairs, who 
asked them to join the TSPM.

10/05/18 Beishankou 
(Gongyi)

Henan Province Christ Congregational Church’s cross was 
demolished. 

11/05/18 Guiyang Guizhou Province Pastor Su Tianfu (Huoshi Church) stood trial 
for the charge of “intentionally divulging 
state secrets”. Nanming District Court 
sentenced Su to one year in prison with two 
years’ reprieve, plus a six-month “residential 
surveillance”.

11/05/18 Beishangkou 
(Gongyi)

Henan Province Gospel church’s cross was forcibly 
demolished, along with the name of the 
church on a plaque.

12/05/18 Chengdu Sichuan Province Police raided Early Rain Covenant Church 
as the congregation prepared to 
commemorate the 10th anniversary of the 
2008 Sichuan earthquake. Pastor Wang Yi 
and two hundred members were detained 
for several hours. More than 10,000 Bibles, 
books, and nearly 1,000 CDs were 
confiscated.
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15/05/18 Podi Village Henan Province Personnel from the Bureau of Land and 

Resources of Yuling town of Lingbao city 
and local officials ordered the TSPM church 
to take down its cross. When they were met 
with refusal, the officials threatened that 
the whole church would be demolished, so 
the director took down the cross. However 
the church was closed down in June.  

15/05/18 Guo Village Henan Province A local government employee was 
ordered to oversee the dismantling of the 
cross of the local TSPM church.

16/05/18 Shihe District 
(Xinyang)

Henan Province Nanguan Church’s cross was removed.

17/05/18 Gongyi Henan Province Xiaobei Church’s cross was demolished. 

17/05/18 Beijing Beijing Municipality Zion Church received a notice from the 
Beijing Municipal Property Management 
Centre, saying that the lease for the 
church’s main sanctuary would be 
terminated in August 2018, even though 
the lease was valid for five years.

20/05/18 Laoniugou Village 
(Yushu)

Qinghai Province The local TSPM church was sealed off, and 
the church’s cross was cut off with an 
electrical saw by the government. 

22/05/18 Zhengzhou Henan Province Agents from the BERA, UFWD, public 
security departments and city 
management office broke into Gusui 
Church and seized several Christians 
attending a training session. The trainer was 
accused of engaging in “illegal religious 
activities” and issued a penalty on the spot 
to outlaw the meeting place.

23/05/18 Xuzhou Jiangsu Province Officials interrupted a seminary class saying 
that the seminary lacked proper 
credentials for operating a school. They 
threatened to arrest the teacher and more 
than 20 students. Two pastors (Fang and 
Wang) were taken to Shitun Police Station - 
they were both released the same day.

23/05/18 Bawo Village Henan Province Mr Kong, the secretary of the Yegang local 
government, along with four employees 
and the Bawo Village Party Branch 
Secretary attempted to demolish the TSPM 
church, but church members managed to 
prevent this. Further attempts were 
frustrated as the congregation continued 
to protect the church, watching over it in 
shifts, eating and sleeping in the church.

25/05/18 Shecun (Gongyi) Henan Province Government agents forcibly demolished 
Taoyuan Church’s cross.

27/05/18 Lanzhou Gansu Province About 40 public security agents, SWAT 
members and agents from other 
government agencies interrupted the 
Sunday worship service of Huoshui Church 
and confiscated church belongings. The 
pastor and six leaders were taken into 
police custody.

 18



Incidents of persecution of Christians in China (Feb 2018 – Jan 2019)
28/05/18 Zhengzhou Henan Province Pupils from a private school, established by 

Rock Church, were banned from dancing 
and singing Christian songs in a public park. 
Park staff asked the teachers to leave 
immediately or the police would be called.

28/05/18 Chengdu Sichuan Province Pastor Wang Yi, Li Yingqiang, Deacon Tan 
Defu, Attorney Zhou Yong, Ding Dao’er, Ye 
Yin, and Zhang Qi (Early Rain Covenant 
Church) went to Caojiaxiang Police Station 
to negotiate with the officers regarding 
church member Song Enguang who was 
beaten by the police. They were detained. 
More church members gathered at the 
police station to inquire about the situation. 
Preacher An Yankui, Deacon Ge Yingfeng 
and ten women were forcibly brought 
inside the police station for questioning for 
allegedly “disturbing social order”. An 
officer bearing the badge number 008194 
beat Preacher An Yankui savagely.

31/05/18 Puyang County Henan Province The cross of the local TSPM church was 
demolished.

31/05/18 Yima (Luoyang) Henan Province Maling Church’s cross was forcibly 
demolished. 

31/05/18 Xindian Town 
(Xiamen)

Fujian Province Several police officers forcefully entered 
the house of missionaries Meihui from 
Japan and her husband Yu Jie from New 
Zealand. They ordered the couple to leave 
the country before 4 June or face arrest. 

01/06/18 Heshan Guangdong 
Province 

Evangelist Liang Ziliang and his wife Li Yinxiu 
from a Baptist church displayed banners 
with Christian messages in a local park. In 
the evening, They were summoned to the 
Public Security Bureau and their home, 
which was also the meeting place of their 
church, was searched.

04/06/18 Chengdu Sichuan Province Agents from the Chengdu Municipal Public 
Security Bureau’s Qingyang branch and 
the district BERA broke into Early Rain 
Covenant Church and arrested 17 church 
members who were attempting to hold a 
prayer service to commemorate the 
victims of the 1989 Tiananmen Square 
Massacre.

05/06/18 Tianjiajing Village Henan Province Officials removed images of Jesus at the 
pilgrimage site Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
of the Anyang Diocese. The Way of the 
Cross was forcibly demolished by 
authorities. 

06/0618 Heshan Guangdong 
Province

Family members of evangelist Liang Ziliang 
and his wife Li Yinxiu received a notice of 
criminal detention from Heshan Public 
Security Bureau accusing them both of 
allegedly “organising and funding illegal 
gatherings” and placing them in criminal 
detention.
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06/0618 Guangzhou Guangdong 

Province
Bible Reformed Church was given a fine of 
50,000 yuan (about €6,605) by the public 
security department. Two lawyers 
authorised by pastor Huang Xiaoning were 
prohibited from representing the church.

10/06/18 Guangzhou Guangdong 
Province

Bible Reformed Church was raided by 
more than 10 agents from the local police 
station and Street Affairs office, and four 
church staff, including Pastor Huang 
Xiaoning and Wang Chunjun, were taken 
to the Street Affairs office for questioning.

11/06/18 Shijiazhuang Hebei Province The Chang’an District BERA in Shijiazhuang 
issued a letter to the local parish and the 
local TSPM to recommend firing Sun 
Linghui, senior priest of the Tangu Catholic 
Church, stating that Sun violated Article 36 
of the new regulations on Religious Affairs, 
by taking Christians on a pilgrimage trip to 
Shanxi province.

12/06/18 Beijing Beijing Municipality Zion church’s WeChat account was closed. 
Evangelism videos and sermons on other 
websites were also deleted.

14/06/18 Chengdu Sichuan Province Early Rain Covenant Church’s online 
account used for publishing sermons was 
closed.

15/06/18 Chengdu Sichuan Province The Fuyin Theater and Fuyin Video Website 
received a notice from the government’s 
cultural management departments, which 
imposed a fine on the Christian running the 
theatre and website and closed the site.

16/06/18 Zhaihouchen 
Village (Xuchang)

Henan Province Authorities of the of Jian’an district forcibly 
demolished the TSPM church with a large 
crane because it was taller than the village 
committee building.

25/06/18 Dahuangye  
Village (Gongyi)

Henan Province The local TSPM church was demolished on 
the grounds that it was “occupying a 
planning area intended for the 
constructing of a tourist site”. After the 
church was demolished, some church 
members started congregating in a cave-
dwelling behind the church, but the 
authorities prohibited these meetings and 
threatened them with arrest. 

26/05/18 Guangzhou Guangdong 
Province

Government agents from the Education 
Bureau, Public Security Bureau, BERA and 
Civil Affairs Bureau came to the school run 
by Bible Reformed Church demanding that 
faculty and students’ personal information 
be registered and ordering the church to 
stop running the school illegally.

28/06/18 Zongdian  
(Qi County)

Henan Province Shi Xinping (leader of Hanzhuang Village 
house church) received an administrative 
penalty notice, imposing a fine of 50,000 
yuan (about €6,605) on the house church 
after it had declined to join the TPSM.
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07/07/18 Beijing Beijing Municipality Officers from the Deshengmenwai Police 

Station arrived at the home of Xu Yonghai 
(Holy Love Fellowship), who was hosting a 
Bible study. They ordered the ten Christians 
gathered to present their identification 
cards. 

08/07/18 Wulongbei Town 
(Dandong)

Liaoning Province Armed police surrounded Justification by 
Faith house church and later arrested its 
leader Wang Jianyi. 

15/07/18 Guangzhou Guangdong 
Province

Bible Reformed Church was raided by 
about 40 police and government officials, 
who registered church attendees’ ID 
information, and sealed up the church’s 
utensil cabinets and refrigerator. Pastor 
Huang Xiaoning received a  notification 
ordering the church to stop all religious 
activities. Pastor Huang and six church staff 
members were taken away for questioning.

15/07/18 Xinyu Jiangxi Province More than 100 churches received the 
announcement to dismantle their crosses, 
replace them with an image of Chinese 
President Xi Jinping or the national flag, 
and keep their children away from church. 
Kaixuan Church had its worship service 
interrupted by two officials who demanded 
that the cross be removed.

17/07/18 Jinan Shandong Province Liangwang Catholic Church was forcibly 
demolished by 70 policemen and workers.

18/07/18 Mengze Yunnan Province The local BERA issued a notice ordering 
Huoshui Church to stop all religious 
activities and cancelling the temporary 
religious activity site used by the church 
due to safety hazards.

20/07/18 Lucheng District 
(Wenzhou)

Zhejiang Province Lixia Church received a  notice from the 
Lucheng District Comprehensive 
Administrative Law Enforcement Bureau, 
which asserted that the church’s building 
was constructed without the legal 
documentation and government 
approval.

20/07/18 Xinmi Henan Province CCP authorities shut down the Xinmi 
Welfare Home, House of Mercy, a home for 
orphans set up by US-based Christian 
activist Jane Marcum.

21/07/18 Shuangshu Parish of 
Wuqing district

Tianjin Municipality 80 children, aged 10-14, were sent home 
after authorities closed the summer camp 
they were attending at the pastoral centre 
of Shuangshu Parish Church.

30/07/18 Guangzhou Guangdong 
Province

Pastor Huang Xiaoning from Bible 
Reformed Church received a notice from 
the Panyu District BERA, accusing the 
church’s religious activities of violating the 
government’s regulation and imposing a 
fine of 50,000 yuan (about €6,605).
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30/07/18 Shanpingba Chongqing 

Municipality
A meeting of Aiyan (Agape Feast) Church 
at a Christian home was raided and 
searched by the local BERA, Public Security 
Bureau and residents’ committee. A notice 
outlawing the church was delivered and 
furniture, books and the offering box were 
confiscated.

07/08/18 Dadong District 
(Shenyang)

Liaoning Province The administrative district officer mobilised 
nearly 100 men from the Demolition and 
Relocation Office to demolish Wanghua 
TSPM Church as it was declared an “illegal 
construction”. During the demolition, 
protestors were assaulted and held back 
with axes and batons. The church was 
razed to the ground and property worth 
hundreds of thousands of yuan destroyed.

09/08/18 Tianshui Gansu Province Tianshui Municipal BERA sent a letter asking 
the local branch of the CCPA to send 
personnel to Maijiqu Ganquan Catholic 
Church to replace the priests, Father Wang 
Yiqin and Father Li Shidong, who were 
accused of holding a summer camp for 
Bosco Youth Group at the church and sent 
back to their hometowns.

12/08/18 Tongshan District 
(Xuzhou)

Jiangsu Province Officers of the Tongshan District BERA 
interrupted the worship service of Dao’en 
Church. They delivered an administrative 
penalty notification to Pastor Fang Xiaojun 
and Preacher Ma Ben, accusing them of 
organising illegal religious activities.

12/08/18 Yicheng District  
(Zhumadian)

Henan Province About 20 agents from the Public Security 
Bureau and BERA raided the meeting of a 
house church. Public security agents 
declared the gathering illegal and forced 
all the people present to register their 
personal information. Several Christians 
taken to the police station for questioning.

13/08/18 Chenji Town Henan Province The TSPM Church was shut down. Its 
furniture and other facilities were 
dismantled, and the cross was covered 
with cement.

13/08/18 Licheng District 
(Qianwang)

Shandong Province The local Catholic church was completely 
demolished. The altar, statues and benches 
were smashed and the building was razed 
to the ground. 

13/08/18 Songwangzhuang Henan Province Government officials and police officers 
announced the closure of the TSPM church 
and also ordered that church members 
remove the word “Emmanuel” from its 
walls. Church members were threatened 
with having their hands chopped off should 
they remove any church property and with 
arrest should they meet elsewhere.

14/08/18 Yilihe Village,  
Tani Village,  
Yangzhuang 
Village

Henan Province The crosses at TSPM churches in all three 
villages were removed. When the cross in 
Yangzhuan village was dismantled, the 
Chinese flag was erected in the church’s 
yard. 
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15/08/18 Xinyu Jiangxi Province All the churches in the city were instructed 

to hang China’s national flag, President Xi’s 
portrait and propaganda posters about 
“socialist core values”.

16/08/18 Shuangqiao 
Township 

Henan Province The TSPM church’s cross was removed and 
religious items inside the church were 
destroyed. The church members were 
threatened that if they held a gathering at 
the venue again, they would be arrested 
and fined 50,000 yuan (about €6,605).

17/08/18 Lanzhou Gansu Province Gao Songmin, leader of  Xinming Church 
received a notice from Lanzhou’s Xigu 
District BERA outlawing the church and 
accusing it of violating the Regulations on 
Religious Affairs.

17/08/18 Xijie Community 
(Chengguan town)

Henan Province The UFWD forcibly removed the cross on 
the local TSPM church.

19/08/18 Dongfenghu 
Village (Qianxi 
County)

Guizhou Province Zhang Shiqun was taken into police 
custody for attending Daguan Church 
services against the government’s advice.  
He was told he would be denied any 
services from the village committee for 
three months.

19/08/18 Guangzhou Guangdong 
Province

Ten police officers raided Bible Reformed 
Church. Pastor Huang Xiaoning was 
ordered to stop preaching, but he 
remained undeterred.

20/08/18 Shenyang Liaoning Province The Yuhong District BERA, the Public 
Security Bureau and the Donghu Street 
Affairs Office declared the meeting place 
of Sunshine 100 Church an illegal site. The 
offerings were deemed illegal earnings and 
the church was ordered to disband and 
close down.

20/08/18 Congtai District 
(Handan)

Hebei Province East Christian Church and its nursing home 
were forcibly destroyed  as well as 35 
offices of the TSPM and CCC, which 
totalled 2,500 square metres in size, by the 
local government.

21/08/18 Qibin District (Hebi) Henan Province Tian’en Church’s cross was forcibly 
demolished.

23/08/18 Jingyang Town Henan Province A group of over ten officials, led by the 
deputy secretary of the county’s CCP 
committee arrived at the TSPM church, 
forcibly dismantled its cross and ordered 
the church to be shut down because its 
entrance faced the gate of the village 
committee.    

23/08/18 Zhengzhou Henan Province Authorities removed the cross at the local 
TSPM church. Government employees 
were sawing off the cross when it caught 
fire. Church members tried to take photos, 
but were told they would be breaking the 
law if they put them online.
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24/08/18 Madian Town Henan Province The authorities forcibly removed the cross 

from the local TSPM church. A local official 
said that crosses must not surpass the 
height of the church building.

24/08/18 Anyang Henan Province  Lunzhang Church’s cross was set on fire.

24/08/18 Zhaocun Town Henan Province Under the command and supervision of the 
county’s UFWD director, the cross on the 
newly built TSPM church was removed.

24/08/18 Zhengzhou Henan Province The door of Yongquan Church was prised 
open by officials in charge of Religious 
Affairs. Church facilities were damaged 
and church belongings were confiscated.

25/08/18 Anyang Henan Province The bishop was ordered to demolish the 
cross on the bell tower of Anyang Catholic 
Church and replace it with the flag of 
China. The authorities also forced the 
bishop to write a confession when they 
found Christian literature in the church 
which they deemed illegal.

25/08/18 Zhuzhuang Henan Province About 30 police officers, SWAT agents and 
city management personnel broke into 
Yi’en Church and confiscated all the items 
in the church. They took six church 
members to the police station for 
interrogation.

26/08/18 Jiyuan Henan Province Miaodian Church’s cross was forcibly 
demolished. Videos showed a large crane 
hoisting the cross.

26/08/18 Tongzhaipu Henan Province The CCP secretary brought a group of 
people to raid Enfu Church twice in one 
day, destroying church belongings and 
forcing church members to remove 
furniture. They also threatened to tear 
down the whole building.

26/08/18 Xingyang Henan Province The cross of the largest church in Henan 
province was demolished. At one point, 
the rope on the crane broke, but it was 
replaced and the demolition continued.

26/08/18 Chang’an Town Guangdong 
Province 

The director of Dongguan city’s BERA, 
accompanied by more than a dozen 
police officers, interrupted a meeting of 
House of David Church and demanded it 
be stopped. When the preacher presented 
her permit to the police, they called it 
illegal and arrested her. The church’s 
donation money of 56,000 yuan (about 
€7,370) was declared illegal income and 
was seized. A fine of 56,000 yuan (about 
€7,370) was imposed.

27/08/18 Luoyang Henan Province Nearly 50 government officials arrived at 
the Meng’en TSPM church and announced 
its demolition on the grounds of its being an 
“illegal construction”. The church members 
protested and guarded the church for the 
rest of the day. The church was completely 
destroyed the following day. 

 24



Incidents of persecution of Christians in China (Feb 2018 – Jan 2019)
29/08/18 Tanghe County Henan Province Preacher Zeng and an elder of Enfu 

Church along with a few church members 
were summoned to Nianpanqiao Villagers’ 
Committee by the township government. 
The church leaders and members were 
pressurised to sign an agreement to forbid 
children from attending Sunday services. 

30/08/18 Dengfeng  Henan Province Local officials dismantled the cross on the 
Mu’en TSPM church. At least 50 public 
security and special police officers were 
deployed to guard the site. Church 
members who protested were arrested.

31/08/18 Wanzan County, 
(Yichun)

Jiangxi Province The public health department released a 
notice requiring all medical service 
departments of the county to prevent 
medical service providers from practising 
religion and to screen/handle evangelistic 
activities in hospitals.

31/08/18 Tanghe County Henan Province Jinlou church was broken into and raided 
by a dozen unidentified people. Three 
church members were injured during the 
raid.

31/08/18 Pingdingshan Henan Province The cross of Xiaotun Christian Church was 
forcibly demolished.

01/09/18 Douguanying 
Village (Anyang)

Henan Province A local church lost its cross to forcible 
demolition.

01/09/18 Ruzhou 
(Pingdingshan)

Henan Province Wenquanzhen Christian Church’s cross was 
forcibly demolished.

01/09/18 Erqi District 
(Zhengzhou)

Henan Province Seven officials from the UFWD and the local 
government raided a church meeting of 
Yangzhai True Jesus Church and 
confiscated the church permit. Church 
members had their personal information 
taken and were ordered to leave. A week 
later, the church leader was arrested. 
When members went to the police station 
where the leader was held, they were also 
detained. The church’s cross was removed 
and later the whole building was 
demolished.

02/09/18 Luohe Henan Province Meisheng Church was raided by more than 
50 police officers and government agents. 
Pastor Chen Qi was taken into police 
custody, and several church members 
were attacked by police officers when 
attempting to record the raid. The police 
officers forced the church members to 
provide their personal information before 
they were allowed to leave. The interior of 
the church was demolished and 
equipment was confiscated.

02/09/18 Baidaokou Henan Province A church was raided by government 
employees: some Christians were injured 
and church belongings were confiscated.
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02/09/18 Xinyang Henan Province Local police officers and city management 

agents blocked the alley leading to Heyi  
church before and during a worship service 
to keep church members from entering.

02/09/18 Guangzhou Guangdong 
Province

Bible Reformed Church was sealed off by 
nearly 100 agents from the BERA, Public 
Security Bureau, SWAT team and fire 
department, and crisis respondents. The 
church members were evicted from the 
building, the door sealed and the church 
declared outlawed. Seven church 
members and one lawyer were taken to 
the police station for interrogation.

04/09/18 Jixi Heilongjiang 
Province

House church leader Chen Xiuliang 
received a notice which ordered the 
church to stop congregating and join the 
TSPM. It threatened to punish the church 
with a fine of 50,000 yuan (about €6,605).

04/09/18 Tanghe County Henan Province Public Security Bureau officials detained 
two Christians named Yang Liupei and Wei 
Jindang (who posted “A Condemnation of 
Henan Province’s Ethnic and Religious 
Affairs Bureau’s Extensive Persecution of 
Christian Churches”) on the internet, on the 
charge of provoking trouble. Yang was 
subjected to 13 days of administrative 
detention and Wei to seven days in jail.

05/09/18 Xinyang Henan Province Guo Chunmei received a Decision Notice 
from Xinyang’s Shihe District BERA, which 
accused Guo of setting up a religious 
activity site without government approval. 
The notice outlawed the site and ordered 
Guo to pay a fine of 50,000 yuan (about 
€6,605).

05/09/18 Gucheng 
Prefecture, 
Tongzhaipu Town, 
Dongwangji Town

Henan Province The three Tanghe County churches were 
broken into simultaneously by groups of 
between 10-100 people, who refused to 
reveal their identities. Church facilities were 
damaged and belongings taken away. 
Some Christians were beaten and Huang 
Yonghui from Jinlou Church, along with 
several others, was taken away by 
government agents.

05/09/18 Wonlong District Henan Province Guangcai Church on Guangwu Street was 
broken into by about ten uniformed public 
security agents from Guangwu Police 
Station and other government officials. 
Church equipment and money was 
confiscated. Church members who came 
to the scene to stop them were all taken 
away by the police.

07/09/18 Xuzhou Jiangsu Province Three meeting places of Dao’en Church, 
which had been ordered to close, were 
raided again by more than 10 agents from 
the local BERA and Public Security Bureau 
who banned church members from 
congregating.
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09/09/18 Xinyang Henan Province Pastor Zhang Yinan of Heyi Church was 

taken into police custody and sentenced 
to 15 days in jail.

09/09/18 Kongli Township 
(Shangqiu)

Henan Province Officials invited a group of opera singers to 
the TSPM church for a performance. Prior 
to this, local officials had driven out the 
church members and removed the 
contents of the chuch. The church 
administration was extorted to pay 50,000 
yuan (about €6,598) to save the building, 
but it was turned into an entertainment 
venue regardless. 

09/09/18 Beijing Beijing Municipality Over sixty government officials stormed 
Zion Church’s building and declared the 
church’s meetings illegal, sealing off the 
property. The Chaoyang District Civil Affairs 
Bureau in Beijing issued a notice stating 
that the church was not registered nor 
approved. When Senior Pastor Jin Mingri 
returned to the church building to retrieve 
possessions, he was taken into custody and 
held for several hours.

09/09/18 Zhengzhou Henan Province Dali church was raided by more than 100 
agents from the Public Security Bureau and 
BERA, who attempted to break into the 
church but were kept out by more than 
400 church members guarding the building 
on shifts. Government agents left after 
issuing a paper outlawing the church.

10/09/18 Countrywide The National BERA introduced new 
measures imposing major restrictions on the 
spread of religious information on the 
internet. People without a license are 
prohibited from sharing religious 
information on the internet. Foreign 
organisations or individuals, as well as 
organisations established in China by them, 
are prohibited from providing online 
services with religious messages.

10/09/18 Langfang Hebei Province A notice from Langfang’s Guangyang 
District BERA was delivered to Wang Yong, 
claiming that his property was rented to a 
church leader named Song Quanlin and 
used as a private religious activity site. 
Wang Yong was asked to terminate the 
lease. 

14/09/2018 Zhongxing Henan Province China Gospel Fellowship Church was 
broken into by more than 100 police 
officers, who confiscated all its belongings.

16/09/18 Chengdu Sichuan Province Linxishu Evangelical Church (a branch of 
Early Rain Covenant Church), was raided 
by local officials. The church’s pastor Cao 
Qingen was taken into custody.
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23/09/18 Xinyang Henan Province The village chief locked the door of 

Wucheng Church and cut off the water 
and electricity supply. When church 
member Lei attempted to restore the 
electricity supply, he was assaulted and 
severely injured, requiring hospital 
treatment.

23/09/18 Fuzhou Fujian Province Over ten plainclothes police officers broke 
into Longtian Catholic Church and arrested 
Father Lin Jing’en in front of the 
congregation during mass. He was 
released later that day.

30/09/18 Guiyang Guizhou Province Jinguan Church and a branch of Huoshi 
Church were harassed by government 
officials.

30/09/18 Guiyang Guizhou Province Renai Reformed Church was outlawed by 
the BERA.

01/10/18 Wuqiu Village 
(Jinzhou)

Hebei Province Authorities raised the Chinese flag outside 
the Catholic church of the Diocese of 
Zhengding. Bishop Julius Jia Zhiguo 
opposed the act. The cadres threatened 
church members that if they obstructed 
the work, the church’s water and electric 
supply would be cut off and their children 
would not be allowed to go to school.

07/10/18 Changle District 
(Fouzhou)

Fujian Province Police officers forcibly halted renovation 
work at the local underground Catholic 
church. After failing to obtain permission 
from the authorities to rebuild the church, 
church members had started the 
renovation work as the church was in a 
state of disrepair and at risk of collapsing.

11/10/18 Lingkun Township 
(Wenzhou)

Zhejiang Province The cross of St Michael’s Catholic church 
was demolished and a perimeter wall was 
knocked down by the authorities. They 
blocked the access to the church and had 
security guards holding shields stand 
behind the picket line.

12/10/18 Luoyang Henan Province Two crosses on the steeples of Luoyang 
Catholic Church were taken down by the 
authorities at 2 am.

13/10/18 Shadifang Hebei Province Father Su Guipeng, who serves in 
Shadifang parish (Xuanhua Diocese), was 
placed under home arrest to study 
government policies.

14/10/18 Guangzhou Guangdong 
Province

Rongguili Church was surrounded by 
police. More than ten police officers 
blocked access to the church and 
inspected the IDs of people attending the 
church service. Sunday School and parent-
teacher meetings were cancelled. 
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14/10/18 Fuzhou Fujian Province Agents from the local police station, the 

Minhou County UFWD and the local BERA 
ordered Yongfu Church to stop meeting 
and demanded church members to 
register their personal information. The 
church was raided and harassed eight 
times between October and November.

19/10/18 Xiamen Fujian Province A surveillance camera was installed outside 
Huoshui Church and a lock put on the 
church venue’s door. The government also 
ordered the church’s landlord to evict it.

21/10/18 Fuzhou Fujian Province Yongfu Church was  again raided by police 
and government officials who interrupted a 
church service and ordered the church to 
stop meeting. In the process of this raid a 
one-year-old infant was injured.

24/10/18 Dongcheng 
(Xuanhua Diocese)

Hebei Province Father Zhao He was taken away by seven 
personnel of the UFWD of Yangyuan 
County who came to Dongcheng Catholic 
Church. The priest was placed in detention 
at a hotel to be indoctrinated on the 
religious policy of the government. His 
mobile phone was confiscated.

24/10/18 Zhanjiang Guangdong 
Province

Agents from the local Public Security 
Bureau and BERA arrived at a Gengxin 
Church meeting and announced that the 
landlord would terminate the lease. The 
gathering was forcibly dismissed.

25/10/18 Luoyang Henan Province Government officials raided Xi’an Church 
without showing any legal papers. Church 
belongings were confiscated and the 
church was sealed off, with a sign on its 
door.

25/10/18 Shangrao Jiangxi Province The local TSPM church was repurposed. 
Government employees dismantled the 
church’s cross, removed the sign that read 
“Gospel Church” and converted it into an 
activity centre.

26/10/18 Wuhan Hubei Province About 30 agents from the Public Security 
Bureau, BERA and Street Affairs Office 
arrived at two house churches demanding 
everyone present to register their ID 
numbers. Church leaders Hu Changju and 
Tang Congfa received a notice from the 
Jiangxia District BERA outlawing the two 
churches, and members were ordered to 
stop meeting.

28/10/18 Lanxi Zhejiang Province A Christian meeting at Wang Meng’en’s 
home was dispersed by local government 
agents. They prohibited further Christian 
meetings and removed all the furniture 
from the site. 

01/11/18 Dongcun Village Henan Province 30 officials from the central “patrol 
inspection team” for religious supervision 
and from the Luoyang city and Luoning 
county UFWD arrived at the TSPM church 
and removed the First of the Ten 
Commandments displayed in the church.
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05/11/18 Zhangjiakou Hebei Province Four priests from the diocese, Fr Zhang 

Guilin, Fr Wang Zhong, Fr Su Guipeng and Fr 
Zhao, were taken by the police from their 
churches to a nearby hotel to be 
indoctrinated on the religious policy of the 
government.

09/11/18 Wenzhou Zhejiang Province Msgr Pietro Shao Zhumin, the bishop of 
Wenzhou, was kidnapped by police at 
9am and kept away from the diocese for 
10 or 15 days. In the previous two years, 
Mrsgr Shao was taken away by police at 
least 5 times. In May 2017, he was only 
released after a 7-month detention.

09/11/18 Fuqing Fujian Province Catholic priest Guo Jinming was 
summoned for questioning by the local 
Public Security Bureau. Afterwards, he was 
detained at the Fuqing Detention Centre 
for nearly one month.

25/11/18 Zhengzhou Henan Province More than ten police officers broke into a 
church located in Zhengzhou’s College 
Town. The service was shut down and 
church belongings including musical 
instruments and books were taken.

29/11/18 Licun Henan Province The village CCP secretary announced the 
closure of Licun Church. The elderly church 
leader was punched in the chest and  
sustained a fall and head injury. 

01/12/18 Shangcai Henan Province The cross from the bell tower of the 
Catholic church was destroyed, along with 
the spires. The church was sealed and 
could no longer be used as a place of 
worship.

02/12/18 Pingxiang Jiangxi Province A rural house church was raided by 
government agents, who confiscated 
Bibles and chairs. Church leader and host 
Liao Hong posted an online video which he 
had filmed to protest the government’s 
persecution of the church.

04/12/18 Changge Henan Province Qiaobei Church was blown up and 
completely destroyed.

9 -11/12/18 Chengdu Sichuan Province Over one hundred members of Early Rain 
Covenant Church were arrested in a series 
of coordinated raids that began on 9 
December. Senior Pastor Wang Yi and his 
wife Jiang Rong were among those held 
under criminal detention. Nearly 700 
church members were monitored and 
threatened by authorities.

10/12/18 Luoyang Henan Province At 2:00 am, Luoyang authorities used a 
crane to tear down the cross from the top 
of the church in Zili Street.
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10/12/18 Xintaizi Town 

(Tieling)
Liaoning Province BERA officials posted a notice of closure on 

the Catholic church’s exterior wall. They 
demanded that all religious items be 
cleared out within three days. On 14 
December, the church was sealed off by 
the local town government. On 15 
December, the church’s priest was forced 
to sign a guarantee that he would not 
preach anymore.

12/12/18 Taizhou  Zhejiang Province Preacher Luo Yao (Mingdao Reformed 
Church) was arrested in a hotel by two 
police officers after sending a WeChat 
message to pray for detained Pastor Wang 
Yi.

12/12/18 Deyang Sichuan Province Early Rain Qingcaodi Church was outlawed 
and police put pressure on the landlord to 
break the lease.

14/12/18 Chengdu Sichuan Province Chengdu’s Qingyang District Civil Affairs 
Bureau issued a public notice oulawing 
Early Rain Covenant Church and its four 
satellite campuses in Chengdu: Jianan 
Church, Fuyin Church, Enyue Church and 
Linxishu Church. Its main campus on the 
23rd floor of Jiangxin Plaza, its library on the 
21st floor, School of Humanities on the 19th 
floor, seminary, fellowship hall on the 6th 
floor and classrooms were all raided and 
emptied by government officials.

16/12/18 Guangzhou Guangdong 
Province

More than 60 police officers and 
government officials raided a children’s 
Bible class at Rongguili Church. They shut 
down the church and confiscated church 
property including more than 4,000 books. 
Police cordoned off roads leading to the 
church building.

16/12/18 Dazhou Sichuan Province Haotudi Evangelism Hall, which is affiliated 
with Early Rain Covenant Church, was 
outlawed by the Dazhou District BERA.

16/12/18 Lu’An Anhui Province Lu’An’s BERA and Gulou Police Station 
dispatched about 30 officials to break into 
Jiabainong Church and forcibly take away 
its property.

16/12/18 Taiyuan Shanxi Province Fangjiaoshi Church meeting on the 14th 
floor of Diantai Fenghua Building B was 
outlawed by Taiyuan’s Xiaodian District 
BERA.

16/12/18 Fengrun County 
(Tangshan)/
Langfang

Hebei Province A mobile app developed by Beijing 
Canaan Technology, Catholic Little Helper, 
was blocked in Fengrun county and 
Langfang city. It provided daily readings, 
prayers and other religious content.

18/12/18 Qiqihar Heilongjiang 
Province

Authorities arrived at St Theresa Convent 
with numerous police cars, explosion-proof 
vehicles and ambulances at 11p.m. The 
nuns had received an eviction notice and 
were ordered to evacuate within the hour. 
The officials began to demolish window 
frames and doors.

 31



Incidents of persecution of Christians in China (Feb 2018 – Jan 2019)
18/12/18 Xiamen Fujian Province Under pressure from the Fire Prevention 

Bureau, the property management 
company sent a notice ordering Home of 
God’s Love Christian Church to move out, 
stating that the location could only be 
used for factory buildings.

18/12/18 Luyi County 
(Zhoukou)

Henan Province 300 people from the Luyi county 
government, law enforcement brigade 
and Land and Resources Bureau destroyed 
the TSPM church with the help of an 
excavator. More than 20 vehicles were 
dispatched to keep civilians at a distance. 

22/12/18 Chengdu Sichuan Province Early Rain Covenant Church’s service 
location on the 23rd floor of Jiangxin 
Building at 56 Taisheng North Road was 
forcibly taken over by Qingyang district’s 
Shuangyanjing Community and turned into 
office space. 

24/12/18 Chengdu Sichuan Province Early Rain Covenant Church was raided 
and searched on Christmas Eve; students 
were admonished.

24/12/18 Gushan Fujian Province About 200 police officers to control the 
Haiyan Catholic Prayer Hall. They 
cordoned off the building and distributed 
special admission cards to enter the 
church, limiting the number of worshipers at 
the Christmas mass to about 300.

28/12/18 Biyang County 
(Zhumadian )

Henan Province More than 20 officials and police officers 
stormed into a printing house run by a 
member of Great Praise Church, seized her 
computer and fined her 10,000 yuan 
(about €1,298). The woman had printed 
Christian calendars that were distributed to 
people on the streets.

04/01/19 Wangzhai Village 
(in Huodian Town)

Henan Province Wangzhai  TSPM church’s cross and 
loudspeakers on its roof were forcibly 
removed and the church’s gate and 
perimeter wall were torn down by over 100 
officials with a crane and two bulldozers. 
The church’s donation box and religious 
items were confiscated.

05/01/19 Chengdu Sichuan Province About one month after officials 
interrogated a 10-week pregnant member 
of Early Rain Covenant Church on 9 
December, she suffered a miscarriage. She 
had been continually harassed by 
authorities in the intervening month.

07/01/19 Chengdu Sichuan Province More than 20 police officers raided a Bible 
study group of Early Rain Covenant 
Church, which met in a restaurant. Police 

confiscated the mobile phones and ID 
cards of 36 students who were then 
questioned at the local police station for 
several hours.
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7-9/01/19 Chengdu Sichuan Province Pastor Wang Yi’s lawyer, Zhang Peihong, 

was refused to meet with his client for three 
consecutive days. He was detained and 
interrogated twice in this time.

10/01/19 Chengdu Sichuan Province A Fountain of Life Church Bible study was 
raided and declared illegal by law 
enforcement authorities and personnel 
from the Chengdu’s Civil Affairs Bureau, 
BERA and cultural department. Some 
books were confiscated.

10/01/19 Shanzhou District 
(Sanmenxia)

Henan Province An announcement jointly issued by the 
Shanzhou District’s Chinese Christian 
Council and the TSPM church stated that 
the preaching permits of 57 preachers had 
been revoked.

14/01/19 Jimei District 
(Xiamen)

Fujian Province Xunsiding Church and its kindergarten, 
“Wheat School”, were raided by the 
police. A group of armed police and 
government officials arrived to confront the 
parents, teachers and children. They 
demolished the kindergarten’s iron gates.

15/01/19 Nanyang Henan Province 150 pastors, elders and leaders of China 
Gospel Fellowship were arrested at Haoyue 
Hotel by the deputy minister of Henan’s 
UFWD and more than 150 special police 
officers. One pastor suffered a heart attack 
during the raid and was taken away by 
ambulance. All the other pastors were 
taken to the police station in the 
municipality of their registered residence. 
Each was pressurised to sign a “statement 
of repentance” before they were released 
the next day. Their phones (which had 
been confiscated during the raid) and 
vehicles were all placed under 
surveillance.  

21/01/2019 Yanji Town 
(Yongcheng)

Henan Province Government officials reprimanded the 
pastor of Enhui Church for distributing 
Christian calendars. Police took the church 
leader and one of the preachers to the 
local police station to “study the policies of 
the CCP for one week”. Church members 
handed over 1,000 calendars, which were 
later burned. The government also 
imposed a fine of 28,000 yuan (about 
€3,639) on the church. 

25/01/19 Chengdu Sichuan Province A bank informed customers Li Bing, the wife 
of Deacon Ge Yingfeng of Early Rain 
Covenant Church, Zhang Xinyue, the wife 
of Elder Li Yingqiang, and Xiao Hongliu, the 
wife of Elder Tan Defu, that the Qingg 
Branch of the Chengdu Municipal Public 
Security Bureau had frozen their bank 
cards.

30/01/19 Rizhao Shandong Province The Donggang District BERA in Rizhao 
issued a notice of correction to elder Yan 
Xiaoxin of Enzhao Reformed Church 
ordering him to stop all religious activities.
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The persecution of Christians in China has intensified greatly following the implementation 
on 1 February 2018 of new Regulations for Religious Affairs. The effects of the persecution 
have been felt all across China but especially in Henan Province, which has a relatively 
high concentration of Christians. 

The main focus of the persecution of Protestants has been to eradicate all house churches 
by either (a) “persuading” them to join the government-approved TSPM church or (b) 
forcibly closing them down. Within TSPM churches, government control has tightened in 
many visible ways (removal of crosses; placing a Chinese flag and portrait of President Xi 
in church buildings) and the growing insistence that Christian teaching be changed to 
incorporate “core socialist principles”. 

The main focus of the persecution of Catholics has been to uphold the supremacy of the 
government-approved Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association and to weaken the 
“underground” Catholic Church, which has traditionally pledged loyalty to the Vatican.  

The growth in persecution of Christians is a direct result of President Xi’s “Sinicisation” 
policy. While the crackdown on religion has affected all religions in China, the repression 
of the Uighur Muslims in Xinjiang Province has been most widely reported globally. 

However, it is estimated that over 1 million Christians were affected by the crackdown in 
2018 (this figure is based on the membership of churches which have suffered repression in 
one form or another) and is three-and-a-half times more than those recorded in 2017. 
Observers see the CCP’s persecution of Christianity and Christians in 2018 as an 
experiment or rehearsal to construct a new model (the “para-Cultural-Revolution” model) 
for controlling religion, especially Christianity, in the context of Xi Jinping’s New Era. This era 
is characterised by the ideology that “the CCP rules all”.  

In China, politics commands and leads religion, guiding Christianity and Christians to shift 
from “Obey the Lord, follow the Lord” to “Obey the Party, follow the Party”. “Red”  
Communist ideological logos and symbols replace those associated with Christianity and 
Jesus. 

The increase of persecution of all religions reflects a broader pattern of increasing human 
rights abuses under President Xi Jinping, a heightened sensitivity to perceived challenges 
to party rule, and the introduction of legislation that curtails civil and political rights in the 
name of national security, including mass surveillance (using advanced facial recognition 
systems) and the concept of “social credit” under which citizens are rewarded for actions 
deemed to be loyal to the Communist Party (as well as compliance with the law) and 
punished for actions deemed to be anti-social or potentially disloyal. 

CHINA’S CRACKDOWN ON CHRISTIANITY 

 CONCLUSION



To the government of China 

• Revise all regulations and legislation pertaining to religion to ensure they align with 
international standards on the right to Freedom of Religion or Belief (FoRB) as set out in 
Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), in consultation with religious communities 
and legal experts.  

• Protect the right of all people in China to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, 
in accordance with Article 18 of the ICCPR and the UDHR. 

• Immediately release all prisoners of conscience detained in connection with their 
religion or belief and impartially investigate cases of wrongful imprisonment.  

• Abolish and end the use of re-education camps and all forms of extra-legal detention, 
enforced disappearance and arbitrary detention, and release detainees immediately 
and without condition. 

To the government of Ireland 

• Minister for Foreign Affairs to publicly express concern about the way in which Christians 
are being mistreated by Chinese government authorities under China’s new 
Regulations for Religious Affairs (including crosses being removed, churches being 
raided and closed down and pastors arrested).  

• Minister for Foreign Affairs to raise the matter with the Chinese ambassador to Ireland. 

• Ensure that the Irish embassy in China is fully briefed on the situation of Freedom of 
Religion or Belief (FoRB) in China, as outlined in the 2013 EU Guidelines on the promotion 
and protection of freedom of religion or belief.  

• Raise the matter as a priority issue for the next session of the EU-China Human Rights 
dialogue. 

To the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs and Trade, and Defence 

• Arrange a meeting of the Joint Committee to discuss the dramatic crackdown on 
religion in China – perhaps inviting presentations on the situation of Christians, Uighur 
Muslims and Tibetan Buddhists.  

• Invite the Chinese ambassador to Ireland to attend a meeting of the Joint Committee 
to respond to the serious situation outlined in this briefing document. 

CHINA’S CRACKDOWN ON CHRISTIANITY 

 RECOMMENDATIONS



SOURCES 
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                             China Aid                      and                     Bitter Winter  

               https://www.chinaaid.org                            https://bitterwinter.org 

The report also draws on information published by the following sources 

Asia News 
http://www.asianews.it/en.html 

China Change 
https://chinachange.org 

Christian Solidarity Worldwide 
https://www.csw.org.uk/home.htm 

Facebook (Pray for Early Rain Covenant Church) 
https://www.facebook.com/prayforearlyrain/ 

The Guardian 

www.theguardian.com  

Hong Kong Free Press 
https://www.hongkongfp.com 

Human Rights Watch 
https://www.hrw.org 

International Christian Concern 
https://www.persecution.org 

Radio Free Asia 
https://www.rfa.org/english/ 

Union of Catholic Asian News 
http://www.ucanews.com 

United States Commission for International Religious Freedom 

https://www.uscirf.gov 

World Watch Monitor 

www.worldwatchmonitor.org  

https://www.chinaaid.org
https://bitterwinter.org
http://www.asianews.it/en.html
https://chinachange.org
https://www.csw.org.uk/home.htm
https://www.facebook.com/prayforearlyrain/
http://www.theguardian.com
https://www.hongkongfp.com
https://www.hrw.org
https://www.persecution.org
https://www.rfa.org/english/
http://www.ucanews.com
https://www.uscirf.gov
http://www.worldwatchmonitor.org



	Table of contents
	CHINA’s CRACKDOWN ON CHRISTIANITY
	CONCLUSION
	CHINA’s CRACKDOWN ON CHRISTIANITY
	RECOMMENDATIONS
	SOURCES

