
PRAY FOR PRISONERS               
Sunday 24th November 
Rev Dr Tekleab Menghisteab is an Eritrean Orthodox priest and physician who 
has been in prison incommunicado since 2004. He is suffering from diabetes 
and hypertension. We pray for health and hope for Dr Tekleab. We also 
remember his wife and four children who have left Eritrea.  

Monday 25th November 
We ask God to comfort and strengthen Fatemeh 
Bakhteri (pictured), a former Muslim who is 
serving a one-year prison sentence since August 
in Iran.  
 
Tuesday 26th November 
South Korean missionary Kim Kuk-gi has been 
serving a life sentence in a labour camp in North 
Korea since 2014. We pray for protection for him 
and for his freedom.  
 
Wednesday 27th November 
Iranian Christian Naser Navard Gol-Tapeh is 
serving a 10-year prison sentence since 2016. We 
pray for his physical, mental and spiritual welfare 
in Evin prison. 
 
Thursday 28th November 
Chinese Pastor Zhang Shaojie is serving a 12-year sentence since 2013. We pray 
that he would be treated well by the prison guards, for fellowship with other 
Christians and peace and protection over his family.  
 
Friday 29th November 
Dr Kiflu Gebremeskel has been in prison in Eritrea for over 15 years. We pray 
that the Lord would renew Dr Kiflu’s strength today and every day he remains 
in prison.  

Saturday 30th November 
We thank God for the testimony of the Eritrean Orthodox Patriarch Antonios, 
who has been under house arrest since 2006. We pray against isolation and for 
continued hope for this elderly clergymen.  
 
——————————Thank you for your daily prayers!———————————— 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You, Lord, hear the desire of the afflicted; you encourage them, and you listen to their cry. 
Psalm 10:17  

PRAY FOR NEWS AND EVENTS 
Friday 1st November 
Please pray for six schoolgirls and two staff members from a Christian-run 
boarding school in Nigeria who were kidnapped at gunpoint in early October. 
We pray that the police would be successful when negotiating with the 
kidnappers. 
 
Saturday 2nd November 
We pray for a greater impact of the China Report that Church in Chains 
published in September and that it would lead to an invitation to the Oireachtas 
Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs to discuss Christian persecution in China.   
                  
Sunday 3rd November 
We pray that many churches in Ireland will join in the International Day of Prayer 
on 17th November and that they would continue to remember their persecuted 
brothers and sisters in Eritrea in the future.  
 
Monday 4th November 
In October, Pastor Zafar Bhatti’s case in Pakistan was transferred to another court. 
We pray for his physical, mental and spiritual health as he remains in prison. And 
we continue to pray for his freedom! 
 
Tuesday 5th November 
We ask the Lord to bless and strengthen Mahrokh Kanbari, a 65-year-old Iranian 
Christian woman, who was summoned to prison in October to begin serving a 
one-year sentence. 
 
Wednesday 6th November 
Recently Iranian pastor Youcef Nadarkhani ended his hunger strike in protest 
against the authorities preventing his sons from continuing their education. We 
pray for healing for his body, as the hunger strike has had a detrimental effect on 
his health, and that Daniel and Joel are allowed to continue their education. 
 
Thursday 7th November                   
Christian leaders in northern Syria are very concerned about their communities’ 
vulnerability following Turkey’s incursion into the region. We pray for peace for 
the region, against a resurgence of Islamic State and for provision for the 
thousands of refugees who have crossed the border into northern Iraq. 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PRAY FOR ETHIOPIA                                                          
Friday 8th November 
Ethiopia is Africa’s oldest independent nation, and one of its poorest. The 
frequency of droughts is increasing and many Ethiopians depend on food aid 
from abroad. We ask the Lord to bless all Ethiopians and in particular those who 
are struggling to make ends meet. 
 
Saturday 9th November 
Christianity has a long history in Ethiopia - it is 
the second-oldest officially Christian nation 
and yet some Christians face persecution. 
We pray for encouragement for Christians 
today. 
 
Sunday 10th November 
Ethiopia’s Prime Minister Dr Abiy Ahmed (an 
evangelical Christian) was recently awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize for achieving  peace  with Eritrea and international 
cooperation. Abiy has also introduced massive liberalising reforms to Ethiopia. 
We thank God for this wise leader who has been consistently building bridges. 
 
Monday 11th November 
Today we pray that the Lord would protect and guide Prime Minister Abiy 
Ahmed. We pray for blessing also for his family, his wife Zinash and their four 
children, who are members of a Pentecostal church.  
 
Tuesday 12th November 
Radical Islam is growing and particularly in rural areas where Muslims are the 
majority, Christians are harassed and often denied access to communal 
resources. Please pray for Islamic oppression to weaken and protection over 
Christians in these areas. 
 
Wednesday 13th November 
Converts to Christianity from Islam, as well as cross-denominational converts from 
an Orthodox background, face harsh mistreatment from their families and 
communities. We pray that the Lord would provide for persecuted converts and 
for unity among the different Christian denominations. 
 
Thursday 14th November 
We pray for members of the ten evangelical churches in the town of Halaba 
Kulito which were attacked in February by Muslim militants. We pray that they 
would remain bold and strong and be able to worship in safety.  
 
Friday 15th November 
The government is not in control of the entire country and in areas where control 
is lacking, Christians are targeted. We pray that violence against Christians would 
be investigated and those responsible brought to justice. 

PRAY FOR ERITREA 
Saturday 16th November 
While change has been happening in neighbouring Ethiopia, Eritrea is still 
referred to as the “North Korea of Africa” because of the ongoing and brutal 
dictatorship of President Isaias Afewerki. We pray that the peace treaty with 
Ethiopia would be followed by peace and freedom internally.  
 
Sunday 17th November  
Together with all the Christians in Ireland 
taking part in the International Day of 
Prayer today, we pray for God to 
intervene and heal the whole nation of 
Eritrea! 
 
Monday 18th November 
We pray that God would touch President 
Isaias Afewerki’s heart and reveal to him 
the truth of the Gospel, so that he would 
stop mistreating his fellow countrymen 
and start ruling with righteousness and  justice.  
 
Tuesday 19th November 
We lift up before the Lord Twen Theodros who has been behind bars for more 
than 14 years now. We pray for courage, hope and strength for her for every day 
that she remains in prison. 
 
Wednesday 20th November 
In May, 141 Christians were arrested while meeting together in a courtyard in the 
capital city, Asmara. At least 50 of those arrested have since been released. We 
pray for them and also for those who remain in prison. 
 
Thursday 21st November 
In June, members of the Faith Missions Church in Keren were arrested, including 
pregnant women, mothers, children and at least one entire family. We pray for 
those who remain in detention, that they would also be released soon and not 
disappear in the prison system. 
 
Friday 22nd November 
Rev Dr Berhane Asmelash is the director of Release Eritrea, an organisation that 
supports Eritrean Christians, including those exiled in other countries, and 
campaigns on their behalf. We pray for protection for Berhane, as he travels to 
Ethiopia twice a year to visit refugee camps and meet ex-prisoners.  
 
Saturday 23rd November 
We pray for those Eritrean Christians who are enslaved in open-ended military 
service, often on low pay and with very few opportunities to see their families. 
We ask the Lord to sustain and encourage them in their hardship. 


