
PRAY FOR PRISONERS               
Tuesday 24th December 
We only heard recently about Aklilu Desbele who has been in prison in Eritrea 
since 2008. We pray that the Lord would help him to stay strong, firm and 
steadfast and we pray for his release from prison. 

Wedneday 25th December 
Rev Haile Naizghe (pictured) has been in prison in 
Eritrea since 2004. His wife and children have not 
been allowed any contact with him since then. We 
pray that he would experience the presence of 
Immanuel in his prison cell on this Christmas Day. 
 
Thursday 26th December 
Pakistani Christian Imran Ghafur Masih has been in 
prison on blasphemy charges since 2009. We pray 
that the Father of lights would encourage him today.  
 
Friday 27th December 
South Korean missionary Kim Jong Uk has been 
serving a life sentence in a labour camp in North 
Korea since 2013. We pray that God would give him peace and health. 
 
Saturday 28th December 
Nigerian school girl Leah Sharibu has been held captive by terrorists since 2018. 
We pray for hope, comfort and protection for her and that that she would be 
freed and reunited with her family soon. 
 
Sunday 29th December 
Eritrean pastor and anaesthetist Meron Gebreselasie was arrested in 2004 and 
has remained in prison ever since. We pray for perseverance and his release. 

Monday 30th December 
Married couple, Shagufta Kausar and Shafqat Emmanuel, has been in prison in 
Pakistan since 2013. We pray for healing and strength for them both.  
 
Tuesday 31st December 
Chinese Pastor John Cao is serving a 7-year-sentence since 2017. We pray that  
his Maker would encourage him daily and protect the brightness that He has 
placed in John’s heart as we read in a poem written by the pastor.  
 
—————————Thank you for praying with us this year!—————————— 
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PRAY FOR NEWS AND EVENTS 
Sunday 1st December 
Ebrahim Firouzi has been released from prison in Iran and sent into internal exile 
to Sarbaz, where he has rented a house and is required to report daily to court 
officials. We pray that Ebrahim would experience that “the light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” during this season. 
 
Monday 2nd December 
We are planning to film two more Church in Chains videos this month. Please 
pray for the logistics and protection over the all people involved.  
                 
Tuesday 3rd December 
In November 2018 a church in the Indian village of Ahladpur was burnt to the 
ground by extremists. We are thankful that Church in Chains has been able to 
support the rebuilding of the church through our partner on the ground, 
Persecution Relief. We pray for good progress for the building work and blessing 
and safety for Pastor Sone Lal. 
 
Wednesday 4th December 
Authorities moved ahead with the prosecution of Early Rain Covenant Church 
Pastor Wang Yi and his trial is expected to be held soon. He will likely have to 
represent during the trial as his lawyer was fired by the authorities. We pray for 
justice to prevail over evil and Pastor Wang to be released! 
 
Thursday 5th December 
We pray that the new Church in Chains winter magazine focusing on Eritrea will 
be widely read and prayed through by people all over Ireland and beyond.   
 
Friday 6th December 
We pray that the Christmas Cards we will be sending to John Cao in China, Zafar 
Bhatti in Pakistan and Mahrokh Kanbari in Iran will reach the prisoners and remind 
them that they are loved and not forgotten. 
 
Saturday 7th December                  
Once again we pray for Zafar Bhatti who has an appeal of his life sentence 
scheduled for 16th December. We pray that this time his appeal would actually 
be heard and not only that, but that Zafar would finally be freed.  



PRAY FOR NIGERIA                                                         
Sunday 8th December 
Nigeria represents 2.4% of the global population as Africa’s most populous 
country. The country is very much split between  the majority Muslim North and 
the largely Christian South. We pray for peace and unity between the ethnic 
and religious groups in the “Giant of Africa”. 
 
Monday 9th December 
Christians in the North and the volatile 
Middle Belt are suffering tremendously 
from violence perpetrated by Boko 
Haram and Fulani militants. We pray for 
protection for Christians who live where 
their lives are under threat.  
 
Tuesday 10th December 
President Muhammadu Buhari is in his 
second term and still unable to ensure 
that Nigerian Christians are protected 
from horrific acts of violence. We pray that he would have the integrity and 
courage to start implementing policies that will make Nigeria safer for all.  
 
Wednesday 11th December  
Sharia law has been implemented in 12 northern states where Christians face 
discrimination and restrictions  on accessing community resources. We pray for 
provision for these these Christians and that they would not be discouraged.  
 
Thursday 12th December 
Today we pray for all Christians who are hostages in the hands of militant 
Muslims. We pray for their safety and that they would stay strong in their faith and 
be comforted and encouraged by the Holy Spirit.  
 
Friday 13th December 
Our partner in Nigeria, the Stefanos Foundation, supports persecuted Christians in 
the Muslim dominated areas. We pray for protection and provision as it meets 
the substantial needs of feeding and sheltering displaced Christian families and 
helps them with medical bills and trauma healing sessions. 
 
Saturday 14th December 
In September, Fulani herdsmen kidnapped and subsequently killed pastor’s wife 
Esther Katung in Kaduna state. Please pray for her husband Rev Ishaku Katung, 
who was injured during the attack, and the rest of her family. 
 
Sunday 15th December 
Praise God that the students and staff members from Engravers’ College in 
Kaduna State, who had been kidnapped in October, were released. We pray for 
their protection and for healing and restoration from their ordeal. 

PRAY FOR PHILIPPINES 
Monday 16th December 
The Philippines consists of more than 7,000 islands. We thank God for this nation, 
the only predominantly Christian one 
in Asia.  
 
Tuesday 17th December 
The southern part of the Mindanao 
island group has a significant Muslim 
p o p u l a t i o n a n d C h r i s t i a n s i n 
Mindanao have been targeted by 
Islamists for years. We pray for 
perseverance and strength for them 
to keep their faith. 
 
Wednesday 18th December 
President Rodrigo Duterte’s take-no-
prisoners war on drugs has resulted in thousands of civilian deaths. We pray that 
he would move away from his vigilante approach of leading this country. We 
pray for honesty, justice, and fairness to replace corruption and greed in the 
government. 
 
Thursday 19th December 
The number of violent attacks against Christian human rights defenders has 
increased alarmingly in the three years of President Rodrigo Duterte’s 
government. We pray for their protection and safety! 
 
Friday 20th December 
The Philippines faces increasing security pressure since the rise of the Maute, a 
terrorist group affiliated with Islamic State. In 2017 the group laid siege to the city 
of Marawi, taking many Christians hostage. We ask God to minister to the 
Christians in Marawi and for members of Maute to turn from their evil ways. 
 
Saturday 21st December 
We pray for blessing and healing  for Catholic priest, Father Chito Soganub, who 
was held hostage by Islamist militant for months in 2017. He is still traumatised by 
the ordeal and undergoing therapy. 
 
Sunday 22nd December 
In January, 20 people were killed and over 100 injured when two bombs 
exploded at a Roman Catholic cathedral on the island of Jolo. We pray for 
restoration and and comfort for those affected.  
 
Monday 23rd December 
Lord, keep this nation under your care. We pray for its blessing and that the 
Philippines would become a beacon of light for the other nations in Asia. 
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