
PRAY FOR PRISONERS              
Thursday 23rd January 
Pastor Bao Guohua and his wife Xing Wenxiang have been in prison in China 
since 2015, serving sentences of 14 and 12 years. We ask the Lord to give them 
hope and strength as they face the New Year.  

Friday 24th January 
Today we pray for Mahrokh Kanbari (pictured). 
She is serving a 1-year-sentence in Iran since 2019.  
 
Saturday 25th January 
Alimujiang Yimiti is a Uighur Christian who has 
been in prison since 2008, serving a 15-year 
sentence. We pray that Alimujiang would be able 
to lead fellow prisoners and prison staff to Christ. 
 
Sunday 26th January 
Chinese Pastor Zhang Shaojie is serving a 12-year sentence since 2013. We pray 
that God would reassure him of His constant presence. 
 
Monday 27th January 
Pastor Kidane Weldou has been behind bars in Eritrea since 2005. Lord Jesus, 
your light shines in the darkest places, shine in his prison cell today! 
 
Tuesday 28th January 
Eritrean Christian Twen Theodros has also been in jail since 2005. We pray that 
the Lord would sustain her while she remains there and also for her release.  
 
Wednesday 29th January 
Mussie Eyob is an Eritrean Christian who has been in prison since 2011. We 
praise God that Mussie has in the past helped prisoners who are sick and weak. 
 
Thursday 30th January 
Iranian Pastor Youcef Nadarkhani is serving a ten-year sentence in prison since 
2018. We pray for Youcef’s mental health and physical welfare in prison and for 
courage and hope for his wife Tina and his teenage sons, Daniel and Joel.  

Friday 31st January 
Mohammadreza Omidi was arrested with Pastor Youcef in 2018 and is also 
serving a ten-year prison sentence. We pray that the two men would be 
allowed to spend time together and encourage each other in their faith.  
 
———————————Thank you for praying with us!————————————— 
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PRAY FOR NEWS AND EVENTS 
Wednesday 1st January 
Qin Defu, an elder in Early Rain Covenant Church (China) was recently 
sentenced to four years in prison. He was arrested in December 2018 and has 
been detained since. We pray for protection over Qin and hope, comfort and 
strength for his wife and children. 
 
Thursday 2nd January 
This month we plan to release a new video about Egypt in our Pray for my 
country series. We pray that it would be widely viewed and inspire much prayer. 
                       
Friday 3rd January 
Pastor Basant Kumar Paul and seven members of his family are facing police 
charges over an incident during which Hindu extremists severely beat them. We 
pray that they would all be cleared of the charges and for healing for Pastor 
Basant, his mother, wife, son and brother who were seriously injured. 
 
Saturday 4th January  
Pakistani Pastor Zafar Bhatti’s appeal hearing on 16th December was not heard 
due to a lawyers’ strike. A new appeal hearing is set for 21st January 2020.  Zafar's 
doctor said that he had two minor heart attacks recently and a third attack 
could kill him. We pray that God would give him peace, comfort and hope.  
 
Sunday 5th January 
We pray for guidance and wisdom for our Trustees as they meet this month to 
make decisions about the work of Church in Chains in 2020.  
 
Monday 6th January 
Today we remember Ebrahim Firouzi who is in internal exile in Sarbaz, a remote 
town in Iran, following his release from prison. We pray that God would provide 
him with a good job and Christian fellowship while he is away from home.  
 
Tuesday 7th January                      
On 12th December, Pakistani street sweeper Sawan Masih, on death row since 
2014, had his appeal hearing adjourned for the 11th time this year. We pray that 
he would remain strong in the Lord and that he would not despair. 



PRAY FOR EGYPT                                                               
Wednesday 8th January 
Egypt was a Christian country when Islam arrived in the seventh century. Now, 
after centuries of discrimination and persecution, Christians make up about 10% 
of the population. The Christian community in Egypt is the largest in the Middle 
East. We thank God for this community 
and pray that it would be able to 
overcome persecution with divine 
forgiveness and love. 
 
Thursday 9th January 
We pray for Egyptian Christians who are 
grieving for loved ones lost in deadly 
attacks. Pray for a spirit of peace in their 
hearts and for boldness and passion as 
Christians continue to build the church in 
the face of discrimination, loss and 
violence.  
 
Friday 10th January 
President al-Sisi has publicly expressed his commitment to protecting Christians, 
but attacks on churches and individuals in recent years have left Christians 
feeling insecure and extremely cautious. We pray for a stable and trustworthy 
government to act in the interest of all its people. 
 
Saturday 11th January 
There has been growth in recent years in the number of Christians from a Muslim 
background. We pray for courage, strength and protection for these converts 
who often face enormous pressure from immediate and extended families  to 
renounce their newfound faith. 
 
Sunday 12th January 
We pray for Audio Bibles to be readily available in Egypt for all who are illiterate 
and would like to hear God’s word and we pray for safety for all listeners.  
 
Monday 13th January 
Pray for protection for Egyptian Christian women and young girls who are 
extremely vulnerable to kidnappings and forced marriages to Muslim men. We 
pray that those who have been abducted would be returned to their families. 
 
Tuesday 14th January 
Lord, today we ask that You would bring members and even leaders of Islamist 
extremist groups to Christ, that instead of stealing, killing and destroying, they 
would experience life in all its fullness through You! 
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PRAY FOR MYANMAR 
Wednesday 15th January 
Myanmar, formerly Burma, has more than 100 ethnic groups, and is the largest 
country in Southeast Asia.  Since 2017, hundreds of thousands of Rohingya 
people (mainly Muslim) have left the country to escape the military’s campaign 
of ethnic cleansing. We pray for peace 
and justice for Myanmar where people 
have suffered on a catastrophic scale. 
 
Thursday 16th January 
Christian converts are persecuted by 
their Buddhist, Muslim or tribal families 
and communities and leaving the faith 
of one’s tribe can lead to social isolation 
and house arrest. We pray for courage 
and perseverance for converts. 
 
Friday 17th January 
The Communist-inspired United Wa State 
Army has been a major source of persecution for Christians living in Wa State. We 
pray for comfort and protection for those who have been abducted by the UWS 
Army and for their release. 
 
Saturday 18th January 
The government is refusing to engage with the UN Special Rapporteur on human 
rights. We pray that God would inspire President Win Myint and State Counsellor 
Aung San Suu Kyi to change their stance and for genuine change to take place. 
 
Sunday 19th January 
Churches in Myanmar are under attack from various sources: radical Buddhist 
monks have invaded church properties and militants have closed and burnt 
down churches. We ask the Lord to protect and build up His church. 
 
Monday 20th January 
Pastor U Maung Maung was abducted in October by the Arakan Army in 
Rakhine State. We thank God that he was released again in November. He is 
traumatised by the ordeal and we pray for healing for him and his family.  
 
Tuesday 21st January 
More than 100,000 Christians in Myanmar live in IDP camps, deprived of access 
to food and health care. We ask God to guard and strengthen them, and fill 
them with hope. 
 
Wednesday 22nd January 
We read in Scripture how Jesus changed Saul’s heart and transformed him from 
being a persecutor of Christians to bringing the Gospel to so many. We pray that 
Jesus would do the same with persecutors in Myanmar. 
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