2020 Junior Church in Chains Lent Prayer Project
Thank you for taking part in this six-week project for Sunday schools, children’s clubs and families!
You will get to know and pray together for six Christians in prison. Each session need not take more
than five minutes, but can be expanded if you want. It is designed to be used alongside Junior Church
in Chains (our colourful four-page mini-magazine featuring the six prisoners which is published in the
centre of Church in Chains magazine). If you need extra copies of Junior Church in Chains, please email
info@churchinchains.ie indicating how many you require – one for each child.
Each week, begin by telling the story of the prisoner. Then, cut out the four images from the graphics
page (photo, occupation, birthday cake, flag) and glue them into the correct position on the poster.
Finally, pray for the prisoner (using the printed prayer or your own words).

Week 1

Wang Yi (46) is pastor of a big church in Chengdu in southwest China. He was arrested in December
2018 and a year later was sentenced to nine years in prison. Pastor Wang had spoken out against the
government controlling churches. His wife Jiang Rong and about 150 other church members were
also arrested but they’ve all been released except an elder called Qin Defu. Police have shut the
church building so members can only meet in homes.
Dear God, we pray for protection, good health and early release for Pastor Wang. Please bless Jiang
Rong and their son Shu Ya (aged 12). Amen.

Week 2

Leah Sharibu (16) is a Christian from northeast Nigeria. In February 2018, Muslim terrorists raided
her school, kidnapped Leah and 109 other girls and drove them far away in a truck. The other girls
are Muslims and were released after a month, but the terrorists said they would only release Leah if
she became a Muslim too. She refused. Leah’s mum Rebecca is a primary school teacher, her dad
Nathan is a civil servant and she has a brother called Donald.
Dear God, please keep Leah safe and well and comfort her family. We pray that Leah would be
released soon. Amen

Week 3

Kim Jong Uk (54) is a missionary from South Korea who cared for North Korean refugees in China
and taught them about the Bible. In October 2013, he went across the border from China into North
Korea to visit some refugees who’d gone home. He was arrested and in May 2014 he was tried and
found guilty of spying for South Korea and trying to start a church. He was sentenced to life
imprisonment in labour camp. (77)
Dear God, please keep Kim Jong Uk safe and healthy in labour camp and give him hope. We pray
that he would be released soon. Amen

Week 4

Meron Gebreselasie is a pastor and anaesthetist from the city of Massawa on Eritrea’s Red Sea
coast. He worked in Massawa Hospital and led a church that was banned by the government. In
2004, the police arrested Pastor Meron. He was put in a maximum-security prison in the capital,
Asmara, and no family member or lawyer has ever been allowed to visit him. Several other Christian
leaders are in the same prison.
Dear God, please bless and encourage Pastor Meron. We pray for good health and we ask that he
and the other Christians in the prison would be released soon. Amen

Week 5

Mahrokh Kanbari (61) is serving a one-year prison sentence in Iran. She used to be a Muslim and
was arrested in December 2018 at a small Christian meeting at her home in the city of Karaj. In Iran,
Muslims aren’t allowed to become Christians. In October 2019, Mahrokh was sent to prison. She
enjoys weaving carpets in the prison workshop and has made friends with another Christian woman
in the prison.
Dear God, please keep Mahrokh safe and well in prison. We pray for an early release and ask you to
bless her husband Ali and their two sons. Amen

Week 6

Sawan Masih (40) is a street sweeper from Lahore who has been in prison since 2013. He was
arrested after his Muslim friend accused him of “blasphemy” (insulting the Prophet Mohammed).
Sawan was sentenced to death in March 2014. His wife Sobia and their three children Noor (16),
Saim (14) and Rebecca (12) live in one room in the home of Sobia’s parents. She has a part-time job
and visits Sawan once a month, bringing food.
Dear God, please keep Sawan safe and well in prison and bless Sobia, Noor, Saim and Rebecca. We
pray that Sawan would be released soon. Amen

Photos and Graphics to cut out

Prisoners for their Faith

Wang Yi

Pastor

Age: 46

China

Age: 16

Nigeria

Meron
Gebreselasie

Pastor and
Anaesthetist

Mahrokh Kanbari

Home Group
Leader

Age: ?

Eritrea

Age: 61

Leah Sharibu

Schoolgirl

Iran

Kim Jong Uk

Missionary

Age: 54

North Korea

Sawan Masih

Age: 40

Street
Sweeper

Pakistan

