
 

   

Wang Yi (46) is pastor of Early Rain Covenant Church, a large unregistered 
church in Chengdu, capital of Sichuan province in southwest China. A former 
civil rights lawyer and professor, he is serving a nine-year prison sentence for 
“inciting subversion of state power” and “illegal business operations” (relating 
to claims that the church printed and sold Christian books illegally).  

Wang Yi established a home fellowship in 2005, resigned from teaching at 
Chengdu University in 2008 to become a preacher and saw the church grow 
to about eight hundred members meeting in rented space in an office 
building. He also founded a primary school, a Bible school and a group to aid 
families of political prisoners. He has been outspoken on the separation of 
church and state and critical of government policy on unregistered churches. 

Week 1: Pray for Wang Yi (China) 

Prayer Diary 

Sunday  Ask God to bless and strengthen Pastor Wang in prison.  

Monday  Pray that he would stay healthy and be released early.  

Tuesday  Pray that Pastor Wang would be allowed family visits. 

Wednesday  Pray that Jiang Rong would be freed from house arrest. 

Thursday  Pray for protection and blessing for Shu Ya and Ruolin. 

Friday   Ask God to sustain the church and protect members.  

Saturday  Pray for elder Qin Defu, who is also in prison. 

Pastor Wang was detained in December 2018 with his wife Jiang Rong (46) during a series of raids in which 
around 150 church members were detained. All have been released except Pastor Wang and elder Qin Defu, 
who is serving a four-year sentence for “illegal business operations”. In December 2019, Pastor Wang was tried, 
convicted and sentenced to nine years in prison, a fine of 50,000 yuan (approximately €6,400) and deprivation of 
political rights for three years. 

Some released church members said they were tortured in custody in an attempt to extract false evidence 
against Pastor Wang and many have lost their jobs, been evicted or had their bank accounts frozen. Some have 
been sent away from Chengdu to their home towns. The police shut down the church premises and members 
can only meet in home groups. They are kept under surveillance and police officers have visited some members’ 
homes to threaten or detain them. 

Family  
Pastor Wang’s wife Jiang Rong had a senior leadership role in the church and was also charged with “inciting 
subversion of state power”. She was released on bail in June 2019 and is under house arrest in a Chengdu 
apartment with their son Shu Ya (12); they also have an adult daughter, Ruolin. Pastor Wang has not been 
permitted to see his family since he was detained. 

Latest news  
Pastor Wang has decided not to appeal. Those who attended his trial said he looked much thinner but was in a 
good mental state.  
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