
   

Eritrean pastor and anaesthetist Meron Gebreselasie was arrested in 2004 and 
has remained in prison ever since. He was a leader in a banned Pentecostal 
church network, the Rhema Evangelical Church.  

In May 2002, the repressive Eritrean government banned all religious groups 
except the Eritrean Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Lutheran churches and Sunni 
Islam. The crackdown on Christians followed a Pentecostal revival, and Christians 
from banned denominations began to be arrested and imprisoned in terrible 
conditions. More than one hundred Christian leaders have been incarcerated for 
at least seven years, and about forty of them have spent over 14 years in prison. 
The permitted churches also experience some persecution, especially priests 
involved in a renewal movement in the Eritrean Orthodox Church – their elderly 
patriarch has been under house arrest since 2006.  

Week 4: Pray for Meron Gebreselasie (Eritrea) 

Prayer Diary 

Sunday  Ask God to protect Pastor Meron and encourage him. 
Monday  Pray that Pastor Meron would be released soon.  

Tuesday  Pray for good health in mind and body. 

Wednesday  Pray for spiritual refreshment and for his witness. 

Thursday  Ask God to bless the other Christians in the prison. 

Friday   Pray that they too would be released soon. 

Saturday  Pray for an end to the persecution of Christians in Eritrea. 

Meron, also known as Million, was pastor of Massawa Rhema Evangelical Church and worked as an anaesthetist 
at Massawa Hospital. The port city of Massawa is on the Red Sea coast, about 110 km east of the Eritrean capital, 
Asmara. 

Pastor Meron was arrested on 3 June 2004, shortly after a fellow pastor, Tesfatsion Hagos of Asmara Rhema 
Evangelical Church, visited his church and home. Pastor Tesfatsion was arrested on 27 May 2004, during his visit to 
Massawa, and was imprisoned. (He was released in 2010, gravely ill, but recovered and was able to leave Eritrea 
and obtain asylum in another country.) 

Following Pastor Tesfatsion’s arrest, Pastor Meron travelled to Asmara to return his belongings to his home, but he 
was arrested at a police checkpoint just before entering the city. He was taken to Asmara’s 2nd Police Station, 
where he was held for two months before being moved into the notorious maximum-security Wengel 
Mermera Central Criminal Investigation Interrogation Centre. He has never been tried or sentenced and has not 
had access to a lawyer. 

Several other Christian leaders are also incarcerated in Wengel Mermera’s dungeon-like labyrinth of cells and 
they, like Pastor Meron, have been denied due process and have been held incommunicado since their arrests. 
Many of Eritrea’s prominent political and military prisoners are also believed to be in Wengel Mermera.  

Family  
Meron is not married, and his parents have died. He has a sister who lives in Canada. 

Latest news  
In March 2020, news emerged from the prison where Meron is being held that his health is stable. 
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