
PRAY FOR PRISONERS              
Saturday 23rd May 
Pakistani Pastor Zafar Bhatti has been in prison since 2012 sentenced to life 
imprisonment for blasphemy. His latest appeal hearing was due to be held on 
25 March but was postponed  because  of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. We pray for patience for him. 

Sunday 24th May 
Aklilu Desbele (pictured) has been in prison in 
Eritrea since 2008 because of his commitment to 
sharing the gospel. We pray that God would 
strengthen his body, mind and soul.  
 
Monday 25th May 
Alimujiang Yimiti is a Uighur Christian who has been 
in prison in China since 2008, serving a 15-year 
sentence. We pray that God would fill him with faith. 
 
Tuesday 26th May 
Chinese Pastor Zhang Shaojie is serving a 12-year sentence since 2013. We pray 
that God would fill him with hope and peace in these difficult circumstances. 
 
Wednesday 27th May 
Pastor Kidane Weldou has been behind bars in Eritrea since 2005. We pray that 
he would be released soon and reunited with his family and daughters! 
 
Thursday 28th May 
Eritrean Christian Twen Theodros has also been in jail since 2005. We pray that 
the Lord would sustain her while she remains in prison and also for her release.  
 
Friday 29th May 
We pray for sustenance and strength for Mussie Eyob, an Eritrean Christian who 
has been in prison since 2011. 
 
Saturday 30th May 
We continue to pray for protection for Iranian Christian prisoners Naser Gol-
Tapeh and Youcef Nadarkhani, who are both serving 10-year prison sentences 
and are at particular risk from COVID-19 in overcrowded conditions. 

Sunday 31st May 
We pray for freedom for Nigerian school girl Leah Sharibu who has been held 
hostage by terrorists since 2018 and for her baby boy born in captivity. 
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“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11 
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PRAY FOR NEWS AND EVENTS 
Friday 1st May 
Praise God for the wonderful response of supporters to our Covid-19 appeal  
enabling us to transfer over €30,000 to our partners working in Pakistan, Nigeria, 
India and Eritrea to aid our persecuted  and disadvantaged brothers and sisters. 
  
Saturday 2nd May 
Christians in Pakistan are now even more disadvantaged and in greater need 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. We thank God for The Edge Foundation, a sister 
organisation of Church in Chains partner CLAAS, which has been distributing aid 
and pray that it would be multiplied and blessed. 
                    
Sunday 3rd May 
We pray for our partners working in Nigeria, India and Eritrea as they provide 
food supplies to fill the gap left by the lack of government aid for Christian 
communities. 
 
Monday 4th May  
Six members of Early Rain Covenant Church in China were taken from their 
homes during an online service on Easter Sunday and were briefly detained. We 
pray for encouragement and hope for the church members, who have not 
been able to meet in person since December 2018. 
 
Tuesday 5th May 
Christian activist Mary Mohammadi from Iran has been given a suspended 
sentence of three months’ imprisonment and ten lashes. We pray for strength, 
courage and hope for Mary in the face of this threat. 
 
Wednesday 6th May  
We pray for guidance and wisdom for the staff and trustees as they continue to 
advance the work of Church in Chains during the ongoing pandemic. 
 
Thursday 7th May                      
The Bet-Tamraz family are Assyrian Christians who have endured many years of 
persecution for their Christian activities in Iran. We pray for perseverance for 
Pastor Victor Bet-Tamraz, his wife Shamiram, son Ramiel and daughter Dabrina. 



PRAY FOR LAOS                                                               
Friday 8th May 
Laos is one of the poorest countries in the world. It is also one of the few 
remaining communist countries, where the government closely monitors all 
churches and religious activities. We pray for more openness and acceptance 
towards Christianity and for progress in religious freedom. 
 
Saturday 9th May 
In rural areas Buddhist monks, who 
are also local leaders , put 
significant pressure on Christians 
to recant their faith. Converts from 
B u d d h i s m o r A n i m i s m t o 
Christianity experience the most 
severe persecution: they face 
expulsion from their villages and 
assault from neighbours, officials 
and their own families. We pray 
for their safety and protection.  
 
Sunday 10th May 
General Secretary of Lao People's Revolutionary Party and President Bounnhang 
Vorachith is the head of state in Laos. We pray for integrity, wisdom and 
discernment for him as he governs the country.  
 
Monday 11th May 
75% of all government-approved Lao Evangelical Church congregations do not 
have permanent church structures and are forced to conduct worship services 
in homes. Pray that Christians would be able to register churches for legal status 
and access Bibles freely. 
 
Tuesday 12th May  
House churches are considered illegal gatherings and must operate in secret. 
We pray for perseverance and encouragement for house church leaders and 
safety for house church meetings. 
 
Wednesday 13th May 
Today we pray that Christian children in Buddhist schools would not be 
discriminated against and given low grades simply because of their faith, as is 
currently happening. 
 
Thursday 14th May 
Christianity is viewed as a Western ideology in Laos. Pray that Christians would 
have wisdom to know how to share the gospel with their neighbours and family 
members. Pray they would be well-received and that many Laotians would 
come to know Jesus.
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PRAY FOR NIGERIA 
Friday 15th May 
Years of devastating violence in the North and the Middle Belt have left roughly 
20,000 dead and displaced millions of Nigerians. We pray for an end to the 
killings, attacks and abductions of women and children by Fulani militants and 
Boko Haram.  
 
Saturday 16th May 
Thousands of women remain in Boko 
Haram captivity. We pray for their 
freedom and for those who have 
been freed or managed to escape 
to receive proper physical and 
emotional care. 
 
Sunday 17th May 
We pray for courage and guidance 
for church leaders in the twelve 
northern states where Sharia law has 
been implemented.   
 
Monday 18th May 
We pray for wisdom, integrity and courage for President Muhammadu Buhari to  
start implementing policies that will make Nigeria safe for all. 
 
Tuesday 19th May 
We pray for protection and provision for our partner in Nigeria, the Stefanos 
Foundation, as it works to meet the substantial needs of feeding and sheltering 
displaced Christians (from recent attacks) during the Covid-19 crisis. 
 
Wednesday 20th May 
We also pray for comfort and strength for the director of the Stefanos 
Foundation, Mark Lipdo, who lost his wife last year to illness. We ask the Lord to 
encourage him as he presses on with his work on his own. 
 
Thursday 21st May 
Pastor Matthew Tagwai (34) and three members of his congregation were shot 
dead by Fulani herdsmen by gunmen in Plateau State in April. We pray for 
comfort and peace for Matthew’s widow Rose, for the other grieving families 
and the whole church. Lord, please protect them from any more attacks.  
 
Friday 22nd May 
Thank God that most Christians in the southern part of the country experience 
religious freedom. We pray for greater engagement from the Church in the 
South with their suffering brothers and sisters in northern parts of the country. 


