
   

Sawan Masih (40) was sentenced to death for blasphemy in March 2014. A 
Christian street sweeper from the Punjab capital Lahore, he was arrested in 
March 2013 after his Muslim friend Shahid Imran accused him of having 
committed blasphemy against the Prophet Mohammed during a conversation 
between them.  

Rumours spread and a mob of more than 3,000 angry Muslims, incited by local 
clerics, attacked Sawan’s home in Joseph Colony, a predominantly Christian 
district. They looted and torched 180 Christian homes, 75 shops and two 
churches, displacing hundreds of families.  

Week 6: Pray for Sawan Masih (Pakistan) 

Prayer Diary 

Sunday  Ask God to keep Sawan safe and well in prison. 
Monday  Pray that Sawan would be acquitted and released. 

Tuesday  Pray for hope and spiritual encouragement for Sawan as his long wait for justice continues. 

Wednesday  Ask God to bless, comfort and provide for Sobia. 

Thursday  Ask for blessing and hope for Noor, Saim and Rebecca. 

Friday   Pray for protection for Sawan’s legal team and judges. 

Saturday  Pray for reform of Pakistan’s blasphemy laws.  

Sawan was handed over to the police and has been in detention ever since. At his trial in March 2014, held in 
prison in Lahore due to security concerns, he said he was innocent and accused Shahid Imran of involving him as 
part of a conspiracy by local businessmen to drive Christians from Joseph Colony so they could seize it for 
industrial use. Joseph Colony residents and Christian rights activists also said a land-grab by local factory owners 
was behind the attack. 

Sawan was convicted of blasphemy, fined and sentenced to death. Rights groups and lawyers criticised the 
death sentence and said the case was weak; a lawyer on Sawan’s defence panel said he believed the judge 
had convicted him under pressure from local Muslim groups.  

Sawan is in prison in Faisalabad, 140 km west of Lahore. Since May 2018, his appeal hearing has been adjourned 
at least 15 times, and it is thought that judges are afraid to acquit him for fear of reprisals.  

Pakistan’s blasphemy laws are a source of great fear and suffering, and are often misused to settle personal 
scores. The laws result in many innocent people spending years in prison awaiting trial or appeal, and they and 
their families and lawyers are at risk of attack by extremists.  

Family  
Sawan’s wife Sobia and their three children – daughter Noor (16), son Saim (14) and daughter Rebecca (12) – 
live in a single room in the home of Sobia’s parents in Joseph Colony. Sobia has a part-time job with very low pay. 
She visits Sawan once a month, although it is a long, expensive journey to Faisalabad, and brings him some food 
and other items (visits now suspended due to government lockdown). 

Latest news  
Pakistan’s nationwide lockdown (due to the Covid-19 pandemic) announced on 21 March includes a restriction 
on courts, which has led to cancellations of appeal hearings for Christian prisoners including Sawan. 
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