JUNIOR LENT PRAYER PROJECT

Week 4

Youcef Nadarkhani (Iran)

Pastor Youcef Nadarkhani (44) was born into a Muslim family
and became a Christian aged 19. He’s been in prison since July
2018 and is serving a six-year sentence for “acting against
national security” – he leads a house church, and they’re
banned in Iran. Eleven members of his church are in the same
prison! Youcef and his wife Tina have two sons, Daniel (19) and
Joel (16).
Dear God, please keep Youcef safe and well in prison
and encourage him. We pray that he and his friends
PRAY
would be released soon and we ask you to bless Tina,
Daniel and Joel. Amen

Week 5

Dr Tekleab Menghisteab (Eritrea)

Rev Dr Tekleab Menghisteab (57) is a doctor and a priest in the
Eritrean Orthodox Church. He was arrested in November 2004
because he organised Bible studies, which the government doesn’t
allow. He’s been in prison ever since with some other Christian
leaders, and nobody is allowed to visit them. Dr Menghisteab
suffers from diabetes and gets supplies of insulin to treat it. His
wife Wubie and daughters Hana, Sesayit and Rediet have moved
to a country where it’s safe for Christians.

PRAY

Dear God, please protect Dr Menghisteab’s health
and encourage him and his family. We ask that he be
released soon. Amen

Week 6

John Cao (China)

Pastor John Cao (60) is serving a seven-year prison sentence
in China. He lives in America but was born in China and often
went back to provide aid for poor people. He also went into the
neighbouring country, Myanmar, to set up schools and to provide
aid (including food, clothes, notebooks, pencils and Bibles). He
was arrested in March 2017 while returning to China from
Myanmar. Pastor John and his wife Jamie have two grown-up
sons, Ben and Amos.

PRAY

Dear God, please keep Pastor John safe and well
and comfort his family. We pray that he would be
released soon. Amen
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Hey Kids,
Welcome to the
Junior Lent
Prayer Project!

As always during Lent (the six weeks before Easter) we’ll be remembering six
Christian prisoners in our prayers – one prisoner each week. We would love you and
your family to take part!
MAKE YOUR OWN LENT PRAYER TREE
On page 2 you’ll find leaves to make a prayer tree as a reminder to pray. First, find
a small branch and decorate it if you’re feeling creative. If you prefer, you could
make a tree out of craft materials like pipe cleaners or wire, or you could use a
pot plant!
Next, cut out the leaves and glue the matching pairs together. Punch a tiny hole in
each one and thread through a piece of wool or string. Hang them on your tree or
keep in a safe place to hang one each week as you pray. You’ll find information and
a prayer for each prisoner on pages 3 and 4 of Junior Church in Chains. We would
love to see a photo of your prayer tree - please email your photo to us at info@
churchinchains.ie.  
Happy crafting and Happy Easter too!
David, Virginia and Susanne

JUNIOR LENT PRAYER PROJECT
Week 1

Deacon Jang (North Korea)

Deacon Jang is a Chinese Christian who’s in prison in North
Korea. His full name is Jang Moon Seok and he’s in his late 50s.
Before his arrest, Deacon Jang looked after North Koreans who
crossed the border into China, giving them food and clothes and
telling them about Jesus. In November 2014 he was kidnapped
and taken into North Korea, where the government persecutes
Christians. He was sentenced to 15 years in prison.

PRAY

Dear God, please keep Deacon Jang safe and healthy
in prison and give him hope. We pray that he would
be released soon. Amen

Week 2

Asif Pervaiz (Pakistan)

Asif Pervaiz (37) was sentenced to death for blasphemy (insulting
Islam) in September 2020. His boss had been pressurising him to
become a Muslim but Asif refused and his boss accused him of
blasphemy, a serious crime in Pakistan. Asif has been in prison
since October 2013 but it took seven years for his case to come
to trial. During those years he read the whole Bible nine times!
Asif and his wife Marilyn have three sons and a daughter.

PRAY

Dear God, please protect and encourage Asif and
look after his family. We pray for him to be released
from prison. Amen

Week 3

Leah Sharibu (Nigeria)

Leah Sharibu (17) is a Christian who was taken prisoner when
Muslim terrorists raided her school in northeast Nigeria in
February 2018. The terrorists kidnapped 110 girls but let all
the others go because they’re Muslims. They said they’d let
Leah go if she became a Muslim but she refused and they’ve
kept her prisoner ever since. Leah’s mum Rebecca is a primary
school teacher, her dad Nathan is a civil servant and she has a
brother called Donald.

PRAY

Dear God, please protect Leah and give her hope.
We pray for her release and ask you to comfort her
family. Amen

