
LENT PRAYER PROJECT 2022

Week 1: Pray for Hao Zhiwei (China) 

Pastor Hao Zhiwei (51) of Egangqiao Church in Ezhou city, Hubei province, has 
been in detention since July 2019. She was charged with “fraud” for collecting 
offerings from house church members and on 11 February 2022 she was 
sentenced to eight years in prison.  

Hao Zhiwei was appointed minister in Ezhou’s government-approved Three-Self 
Church in 2003, but her pastor’s licence was revoked in 2007 because she 
disagreed with the Religion Bureau’s governance of churches. Her church 
became an unregistered house church, and in 2013 she was ordained as pastor. 

In December 2016, the local government banned Egangqiao Church for “organising religious activities 
without permission” and in July 2019 it issued a notice stating that the church building must be demolished 
because it was too close to a power plant, a location the notice described as “very dangerous”. The pastor 
was detained later that month and in August 2019 the church building was demolished.  

Pastor Hao was officially arrested in September 2019 and charged with fraud for collecting 2.24 million Yuan 
(€310,000) in tithes and offerings from her house church members. The government claimed that her action 
in collecting the money amounted to fraud due to her illegal status as a preacher in a house church, 
despite the fact that the tithes were tracked and verified by others in the church, but her lawyer Si Weijiang 
stated, “The allegations that the donations were fraudulently obtained by the pastor of the unofficial church 
are totally groundless.” The pastor’s trial was been postponed several times due to Covid-19.   

Pastor Hao is reported to be suffering from poor health in prison. She has had four bouts of acute 
pancreatitis, which nearly killed her, and has lost over 20 kg in weight. Her faith has remained strong, 
according to her lawyer, who said she has “peace in her heart”. 

Family 
Pastor Hao’s husband Zhang Youwu died of liver cancer in 2018. She has two sons, Paul (18) and Moses (14). 
Paul looked after Moses until he went away to university in Zhejiang province, leaving Moses in the care of a 
domestic helper and church members. Moses has reportedly been suffering from severe depression. Three of 
the boys’ grandparents have died and the remaining one has been ill. 

Latest News 
Following Pastor Hao’s sentencing, her lawyer visited her in prison and she decided to appeal.  

Prayer Diary 

Sunday  Ask God to protect and encourage Pastor Hao in prison. 

Monday  Pray for healing and restoration of good health.  

Tuesday  Pray that Pastor Hao’s appeal would be successful.  

Wednesday  Ask for peace and hope for Paul and Moses. 
Thursday  Pray that Moses would recover from depression.  

Friday   Ask God to bless and sustain Egangqiao Church.   

Saturday  Pray for protection and freedom for China’s house churches. 
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