
LENT PRAYER PROJECT 2022

Week 3: Pray for Kiflu Gebremeskel (Eritrea) 
Dr Kiflu Gebremeskel  (67) has been in prison in Asmara, the capital of Eritrea, since May 
2004. Before his arrest he was chair of the Eritrean Evangelical Alliance and was a member 
of the executive committee of the Full Gospel Church of Eritrea, one of the country’s largest 
Pentecostal networks, comprising about 150 house church groups. A former maths lecturer, 
Dr Kiflu was faculty head in the University of Asmara until 1999, when he became full-time 
pastor of the church he founded, Southwest Full Gospel Church.  

The government closed the house church network in May 2003, following a crackdown 
on Christians in May 2002 when all religious groups were banned except the Eritrean 
Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Lutheran churches and Sunni Islam. 

Dr Kiflu was arrested in an early-morning raid on his home in Asmara on 23 May 2004. Two other Christian 
leaders were arrested at the same time,  Rev Haile Naizghe  (chair of the Full Gospel Church) and Pastor 
Tesfatsion Hagos of Rhema Evangelical Church in Asmara, and police confiscated the keys to the three men’s 
church offices and threatened their wives. The Christians were held in police cells at first and were later 
transferred to the notorious maximum-security Wengel Mermera interrogation centre in Asmara, where it is 
believed 21 church leaders and many of Eritrea’s prominent political and military prisoners are incarcerated.
 
Dr Kiflu and his fellow leaders have never been tried and have been held incommunicado since they were 
arrested. It is believed that he is still being held with Rev Haile and several other Christian leaders.  Pastor 
Tesfatsion was released in 2010, gravely ill, but recovered and left Eritrea.
 
News of Christians in Eritrean prisons is extremely difficult to obtain and generally only emerges from relatives of 
other inmates following prison visits. Publicising news of Eritrean prisoners is potentially harmful to the prisoner 
and to those with whom he or she is held. Over the years, Dr Kiflu has been seen occasionally by visitors to other 
prisoners or during hospital visits. 

Family 
Dr Kiflu and his wife Elsa have four adult children: three sons (Yosias, Daniel and Senai); and a daughter 
Hermala, who got married last year. Daniel and Hermala are twins. 
Latest News 
In October 2021, it was reported that Dr Kiflu had been seen visiting hospital frequently under tight security for 
suspected stress-related hypertension and diabetes.  

Prayer Diary 

Sunday  Pray for encouragement and better health for Dr Kiflu.  

Monday  Ask God to protect him and provide for his needs.  

Tuesday  Pray that Dr Kiflu would be released soon. 

Wednesday  Ask God to comfort and sustain Elsa.  

Thursday  Pray for Yosias, Daniel, Hermala and Senai.  

Friday   Pray for the other Christian leaders in the prison.  

Saturday  Pray for Dr Kiflu’s witness to other prisoners and guards.  
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