
LENT PRAYER PROJECT 2022

Week 5: Pray for Leah Sharibu (Nigeria) 
Leah Sharibu (18) is a member of the Evangelical Church Winning All who was 
abducted by Boko Haram from her school in Dapchi, Yobe state in northeast Nigeria in 
2018. Another 109 schoolgirls were also abducted but were released after a month 
because they were Muslims. The militants told Leah that they would release her if she 
converted to Islam, but she refused. Leah is just one of thousands of women and 
children taken prisoner by Boko Haram since it began its armed insurgency in 2009. 
Many have been forced into marriage or slavery and some have been used as 
suicide bombers. 

On the evening of 19 February 2018, armed militants from Boko Haram’s  Islamic State West Africa Province 
(ISWAP) faction raided Leah’s school, the Government Girls Science and Technical College, loaded the girls into 
a waiting truck and drove them away to the Lake Chad region in the far northeast. Five girls died in the packed 
truck during the long journey. 
  
In August 2018 a brief audio recording of Leah’s voice was released, along with a photo of her wearing a hijab, 
and since then there have been several reports that she is alive. In September 2018 the militants killed a Red 
Cross midwife they had abducted and said they would kill Leah if the Nigerian government did not pay a 
ransom. A month later, after killing another Red Cross midwife, the militants announced that they would keep 
Leah as a “slave for life”. 
  
Nigerian media reported that Leah gave birth to a baby boy in January 2020, fathered by an ISWAP 
commander, and in March 2021 it was reported that she had given birth to a second baby at the end of 2020. 
  
Family 
Leah’s father Nathan is a civil servant and her mother Rebecca is a primary school teacher. Her brother Donald 
graduated from secondary school in autumn 2021. Leah’s parents are proud of their daughter for refusing to 
denounce Christ, but they have also described themselves as “heart-broken” and Rebecca has been 
hospitalised several times for shock and grief.

Latest News 
In October 2021, Rev Gideon Para-Mallam, a friend of Leah’s family who campaigns for her release, said he 
had received confirmation from two sources that Leah was alive. One of the sources, recently released from 
Boko Haram captivity, said she had seen Leah. 

Prayer Diary 

Sunday  Ask God to protect Leah and keep her safe from harm.   

Monday  Pray for good physical and mental health for Leah.  

Tuesday  Pray that Leah and her babies would be released soon.  

Wednesday  Ask God to keep Leah’s Christian faith strong.  

Thursday  Pray for blessing and protection for Leah’s babies.   

Friday   Pray for comfort and hope for Leah’s parents and brother.  

Saturday  Pray for an end to terrorist abductions in Nigeria.  
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