
PRAY FOR PRISONERS               
Saturday 24th January 
Pastor Wang Yi is serving a nine-year prison sentence in China, with an 
expected release date of December 2027. We pray that he can continue his 
ministry of sharing the Gospel in prison and be a blessing to his fellow inmates.  
 
Sunday 25th January 
Elder Zhang Chunlei (pictured), leader of a banned 
church in China, has been serving a 5-year sentence 
since 2021. We pray for good health for Elder Zhang and 
that he will be released in March 2026 as expected.  
 
Monday 26th January 
South Korean Choi Chun-gil was arrested and imprisoned 
in North Korea in 2014 and sentenced to hard labour for 
life. We pray for health and strength for Choi Chun-gil and 
for his release from the labour camp.  
 
Tuesday 27th January 
Rev Gebremedhin Gebregiorsis is an Eritrean Orthodox priest who was arrested 
in 2004. He has remained in prison ever since, incommunicado and with no 
release date set. We pray for hope for Gebremedhin.  
 
Wednesday 28th January 
Rev Dr Tekleab Menghisteab is an Orthodox priest and physician who was 
arrested in Eritrea in 2004 and has been in prison ever since, incommunicado 
and with no release date set. We ask God to bless his body, mind and soul.  
 
Thursday 29th January 
Armenian Christian Hakop Gochumyan has been serving a ten-year sentence 
in Tehran’s Evin Prison (Iran) since August 2023 when he was arrested while on 
holiday. We pray for faith and perseverance for Hakop and his family. 
 
Friday 30th January 
We pray for good mental, spiritual and physical health for Asif Pervaiz who has 
been in prison in Pakistan since 2013 and on death row since 2020. We ask the 
Lord to sustain him and for a successful appeal and release in 2026. 

Saturday 31st January 
Shagufta Kiran was arrested in 2021 on a blasphemy charge in Pakistan and is 
currently on death row. We pray for courage and hope for her and her family. 
  
——————————— Thank you for praying with us! ————————————
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PRAY FOR NEWS AND EVENTS 
Thursday 1st January 
Praise God for the New Year in which we can partner with Him in serving the 
persecuted church. Please pray for strength and health for our staff, trustees and 
volunteers to continue the work according to His will. 
 
Friday 2nd January 
Aida Najaflou underwent spinal surgery in Iran in November after she fractured 
her spine in a fall in her prison cell. Pray that Aida would receive the best possible 
medical care while she remains in Evin prison and make a full recovery from the 
surgery. Pray also that Aida would be released on bail on medical grounds. 
             
Saturday 3rd January 
Teymur Hosseini (known as Kourosh),  Zahra Gholami (Hannah), and  Hossein 
Mohammadi (Daniel)  began serving two-year prison sentences in Iran in 
November. Pray for hope, peace and courage as they face into 2026 in prison.  
 
Sunday 4th January 
Today we pray for the board of trustees of Church in Chains which is meeting this 
month, for wisdom and guidance as it makes decisions. 

Monday 5th January 
In late November Nigerian President Bola Tinubu declared a nationwide 
emergency following two mass abductions of schoolchildren and other attacks 
against civilians. We pray that the presence of an additional 20,000 police 
officers (that are to be recruited) will result in more security for Nigerian Christians.  
 
Tuesday 6th January 
Pray for provision of a new staff member as Susanne Chipperfield leaves Church 
in Chains. Pray also for blessing for Susanne as she starts her new role with the 
Women’s Collective Ireland. 

Wednesday 7th January 
In December Naser Navard Gol-Tapeh and Joesph Shahbazian received ten-
year prison sentences in Iran. Joseph’s wife Lida received an eight year 
sentence. We pray for hope and perseverance for all three Christians.

The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous,  
and his ears are attentive to their cry. (Psalm 34 v 15) 



PRAY FOR PAKISTAN                                                         
Thursday 8th January 
Christians in Pakistan remain second-class citizens and experience social hostility. 
Most Christians are from very poor backgrounds, with little education, and work 
in degrading, dirty and sometimes dangerous jobs. We pray for hope, courage 
and joy for our Pakistani brothers and sisters. 
 
Friday 9th January 
Thank God for the church in Pakistan, which is a 
beacon of light in the darkness. Lord, pour out 
Your love and Spirit on the church so it can 
overcome hate, opposition and division! 

Saturday 10th January 
Today we pray for an end to mob violence 
against Christians in Pakistan. We pray for 
recovery and healing for all communities that 
have been affected by violent attacks in the 
past. 

Sunday 11th January 
Every year hundreds of Christian girls and women are kidnapped and forced to 
convert to Islam and marry their abductors, who are much older Muslim men, 
often already married with children. We pray for safety and protection over all 
Christian girls and women as they go about their daily lives. 

Monday 12th January 
Continue to pray for comfort, provision and hope for Nawab Bibi who mourns her 
husband Zafar Bhatti, who died three days after his release from prison in 
October 2025. Zafar was in prison from 2012 to 2025 on a blasphemy charge. 
 
Tuesday 13th January  
Thank God for our three partners in Pakistan: CLAAS, Caring for God’s People 
and Christians’ True Spirit. We pray for blessing, wisdom and guidance as they 
plan their projects for 2026.  

Wednesday 14th January   
Even though Christians make up less than 2% of the population, about a quarter 
of all blasphemy allegations are made against them. We pray that the notorious 
blasphemy laws would be abolished and for freedom and justice for all those 
innocent Christians languishing in prison.                                                                   
  

Thursday 15th January 
We pray for protection and strength for lawyer Saiful Malook, who has worked on 
several cases of Christians charged with blasphemy in recent years. We pray that 
Saiful would continue his courageous work advocating on behalf of accused 
Christians. We also pray that their witness would draw him to faith in Christ.  

PRAY FOR MEXICO 
Friday 16th January 
President Claudia Sheinbaum Pardo has to tackle enormous challenges in 
leading her country, including endemic drug cartel violence. We pray that she 
will manage to make life safer for all Mexicans, particular Christian leaders.        

Saturday 17th January 
We pray for special protection for Mexican pastors 
and priests as they are always at risk of being 
kidnapped or killed by drug cartels and regularly 
face threats and intimidation. We pray for 
courage for them to continue to speak out 
against violence and promote peace in Mexico. 

Sunday 18th January                                          
In Mexico’s southern states Catholicism is often 
blended with native Mayan religious practices 
and there is continuing persecution of Protestants who refuse to take part in local 
festivals involving heavy drinking and pagan elements. We pray for more 
tolerance towards minority groups in these states.      
 
Monday 19th January 
Members of the Great Commission Baptist Church in Hidalgo state were forced 
out of their villages in 2024 by village authorities who cut off electricity and water, 
vandalised their church building and blocked access to homes. We pray for 
hope and provision for the 151 Christians who now live in Veracruz state. 
 
Tuesday 20th January 
We pray in particular that Pastor Rogelio Hernández Baltazar, who leads Great 
Commission Baptist Church and the community, would be strengthened and 
equipped for his role in these challenging circumstances.  
 
Wednesday 21st January 
Today we pray for Christian converts who are marginalised and have lost their 
jobs, inheritances and land. We ask the Lord to provide for them, encourage 
them and bring them into community with other Christians. 
 
Thursday 22nd January 
Thank God for Christian NGOs, like Christian Solidarity Worldwide, which support 
persecuted Christians by providing them with financial and legal support, and 
trauma care. 
 
Friday 23rd January 
We pray for the persecutors in Mexico: criminal gangs and drug cartels that 
consider Christians a threat to their operations. We ask God to touch the hearts 
of these criminals, so they turn from violence and hatred to Jesus. We also pray 
for tribal leaders to turn from persecutors to proclaimers of truth and grace.  


